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the bitterneſs of this new diſappoi 
ment, he could ſcarce mention. with- 


"G6 


A 


R. B. W all to the arti- 
fice of his wife, whom, in 


S 


out an execration.— He endeavoured 
to conſole Mr. Harley, by aſſuring 
him he would leave his daughter at 
full liberty, to diſpoſe of herſelf 
agreeably to her inclinations ; — 
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2 THE HISTORY 


ſaid he, and both lovers, you 


„vill conſider“ . 

He had time to ſay no more; for 
Sir William returned, and carried 
Mr. Harley with him to his houſe 
in Groſvenor Square, where the 
young Gentleman had taken up his 
reſidence, during his ſtay in town, 
though he paſſed moſt of his time 
at the houſe of Mr. B, 

This unhappy huſband, but more 


unhappy father, being left to = 


own reflexions, ſat for ſome time 
revolving in his mind many dif- 
ferent expedients for leſſening the 
difficulties he laboured under; but, 
finding all of them impracticable, 


and blaming his wife for all, rage 
LO _ man 


r 


againſt her ſwallowed up every other 


proaches. 
He entered, without any prepara- 
tion, into a bitter expoſtulation with 


her, upon the perfidy and meanneſs 


of her conduct, in truſting her whole 


fortune to the hands of others, that 
ſhe might deprive a huſband of his 


Juſt rights. 


Mrs. B. heard kia without inter- 


ruption; and when he was filent, 
_ replied with a farcaſtic calmneſs, 
e that, conſidering the diſtracted 


“ condition of his affairs, ſhe could | 
e not have ed otherwiſe, withour 


| paſſion, and he flew to her apart- 
ment in anger, to load her with re- 


rr Soren <td HS ... ˙ AA SYno Padre — =. i SES 
X. p — 16 .... ˙ 3 03. es 2s 
— — "2 E 
_— 5 a» <4 N 


WS 


N I 2 I a, Sat 
. . — „* — — — * "Sq. — 2 2 
o - - . — W * 7 y A. q ö 
r F 
* — e err ether 1 


N 
2. 
. 7 
14 
478 
IX 
: 
4) „ 
1 
42H 
* 3 
1 


OS 


8 * — : — 1 — — 
2 * 3 — * — * ra . ot Enee>, A 
— — — * n OE — W 5 2 — LEY: 
— * 2 2 0 N N ? 
% — TER * LY IS Te A k. — 8 2 ; : E CE nn 
1 ²˙ ... 3 EY 1G LR. nit es —— ge 


— 9 
de; n 2 . 2 
ITY 


—_— oy 4. CGE TEEN” © 
— = " — 4; . 22 — 2 2 * 
- WY CT * 


1 
N _ ** 
pe > 

+ ap... ao 


— = 
. n 

— — — 

— £ Ss C 


. . 5 


4. gence ? Love Was not your mo- 


—— 2 —xů —— — — A 


THEHISTORY 


a 4 
3 % * Ya : * - 
* 1 — 1 
x > N * — 
. Cl 78 a 4 
| 5 IE | 
3 


. She e N cio the - 


did— „ 1 | 


o Why. t th n,” mes be, — 7 
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« rive—for what woman ever gave 


her perſon from love, and withheld 


2 her fortune from prudence? 7— 
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| wh the convenienty of:aihiſband, to 
6c ſhelter vou fro content "TO 


Tus: ont mark 


Gow, an e — 
viction, threw Mrs R. Anten great 
confuſion; her colour came and went 


alternately ; ſhe trembled, partly 


through fear, partly through ſtiffed | 


rage; — but ſpoke not a word. 


Mr. B. to. whom her apparent 


emotion ſeemed the ſtrongeſt indi- 
cation of guilt, fell into ſuch tranſ- 
ports of paſſion, at the thought of 
being chu giacethe dupe of a licenti- 
ous womk Vater te appeared like : a 


neva? worse dert 4 11 
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6 THE HISTORY 


threatened her with every kind of 
revenge, that the name and quality 
of a huſband put in his power, and 
left her with expreſſions of ſcorn and 
diſguſt, that ſhewed his contempt of 
her was equal to his hatred. 

Mrs. B. remained for ſome time 
confounded, at the ſtorm ſhe had 
ſuſtained. —She had never imagined 
that her huſband's temper was capa- 
ble of being rouſed to ſuch a height 
of fury, and began to be uneaſy 


about the conſequences, and to wiſh 


for a reconciliation. 
Eliza, beſides bearing a large 


' ſhare in her father's uneaſineſs, fore- 


ſaw ſo many difficulties in the. way 
to a union with her beloved Harley, 
ud 


\ 2 * * — * 
r 


oF ELIE". © 
as filled her with deſpair ; nor was 
Miſs Denby exempt from the general 
diſquiet, that now reigned in this fa- 
mily. She loved Mr. Harley; every 
new fight of him increaſed her 
paſſion ; and the incidents which ſhe 


now learned, revived her hopes. She 
was grieved that ſhe had gone ſo 


far with Sir William; but, though 


it would have coſt her integrity 
nothing to have broke her engage- 
ments with him, yet ſhe was afraid 
of diſcloſing her intentions, leſt Mr, 


Harley might reje& her as before, 


and ſo ſhe ſhould miſs gratifying 


both her love and her revenge. 


Sir William in the mean time 
continued to aſſure Mr. Harley, that | 
B 4: 8 he 
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$$ THE HISTORY 
he was diſpoſed to fulfil his promiſe 


to Mr. B. Whether it was that he 


now knew the ſtate of that gentle- 
man's affairs, and ſo run no riſque 
by ſeeming to conſider himſelf as 
bound by an agreement, of which the 
other could not perform his part, 
and therefore would never call upon 
him to fulfil, or that he really thought 
the bargain advantageous, ſince ſix 
thouſand pounds was a full equiva- 
lent, for what he n to ſettle 
upon his kinſman. 

But poor Mr. Harley, who knew _ 


he. was no nearer to happineſs for 
this aſſurance, thanked him with a 


heart overflowing with, grief, and a 


dcſpandency i in his look and accent; 


which, 


„or 


which, if the Baronet had 3 really 
ignorant of the truth, was ſufficient 


* 


to have rouſed his ſuſpicions. 
3 However, this event, ſo much 
deſired, yet ſo deſpaired of, ſeemed 


once more in a fair way of being 


brought about. 
Mrs. B. devoted to pleaſure, bue 
fond of reputation, and who had 
indeed married with no other view 
but to ſecure the enjoyment of the 
one, without hazarding the loſs of 
the other, after long reflexion, and 
2 -many ſtruggles with her avarice, 
which equally ſhared her heart with 
her other deſpicable paſſions, reſolved 
at length to purchaſe the appearance 
of living well with her . buſband, 
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at the expence of facrificing ſome 
part of her large fortune to his ne- 4 
ceſſities. _ 1 

By ſeveral ſubmiſſive meſſages, 
ſhe procured an interview with him; 

and, after ſome artful palliation of 
her conduct, dropped hints of her 
willingneſs to aſſiſt him in re-efta- 
bliſhing his affairs. 

Mr. B. convinced in his own 1 
mind of her unworthineſs, doubted | 
whether he could, conſiſtently with _ N 
his honour, accept of any aſſiſtance : 
from her, as it would look like a 
bribe for his connivance at any irre- 
gularities ſhe choſe to indulge herſelf 
in. Butthe ſettlement of his daughter 
was the point neareſt his heart ; and 


reflecting 
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rellecting that it was always in his 
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"TT power, either to keep his wife within 


— 


proper bounds, or to make her ſen- 
ſible of his reſentment if ſhe tranſ- 
greſſed them, he reſolved to make 
the moſt-of this opportunity for his 


—— — 


— 


daughter's intereſt. | 
He mentioned the deſigned mar- 
riage between Sir William and Miſs 


Denby, as a malicious ſcheme to 


1 . diſappoint Mr. Harley's expecta- 
tions, and inſiſted upon her breaking 
8 
4 Mrs. B. wko had entered into this 
deſign, not ſo much in regard to her 
daughter's advantage, as for the repu- 
I tation of having diſpoſed of her ſo 
| honourably, made no ſcruple to pro- 
| mile 
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motives by which Miſs Denby was 
actuated, had no notion that a, girl 
of twenty years of age could, with- 
out the over-ruling influence of a 
mother, agree to marry a man of 
ſeventy; and only required her to in- 
terpoſe her authority for the preſent, 
to prevent: a match taking place, i 
which was TIdicufoesg If gegard W W]WBd̈ 
had to the bre bfr Fer” 
ages, and ungenerous; "lhtn'® y 
2 ſuch amiable qualities as Mr. 
ed ned Harley, 
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part of * N ers fortune, he 


expected ſhew eld aſſiſt him, . 
ſhe like wiſe promiſed, but not with- 
out ſome reluctance. | 2 
Mr. B. eager to relieve Mr. 
Harley, from the cruel uncertainty: 
which he knew he muſt be in, diſ- 
patched a card, defiring to ſee him; 
and in. dhe mean time acquainted 
Eliza, ED what had paſſed between ; 
f ite, and e 
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14 THE HISTORY 
cle to the union, between her and 
the deſerving young man, who was 
not more her choice than his own. 
Eliza expreſſed her ſatisfaction, more 
by her looks than expreſſions; but 
Mr. Harley s tranſports were exceſ- 
ſive, yet ſome what allayed, when, 
in the courſe of their converſation, 
Mr. B. informed them of the ſteps 
he had taken, to prevent the match 
between Sir William and Miſs Denby 


from being concluded. 
Both the lovers were apprehen- 


ſive that ſuch a diſappointment would 
offend Sir William ſo much, as to 
induce him to break his word with 
Mr. B. and this fear was but too 


reaſonable ; 


OF ELIZA, 15 
reaſonable ; ; 13 the misfortune 
they dreaded, came from another 
quarter. | 

Miſs B's maid, full of zeal and 
affection for her miſtreſs, but raſh, 
imprudent and conceited, no ſooner 
heard of the intended marriage, 
between the Baronet and Miſs 
Denby, than ſhe reſolved, by means 
of the letter ſhe had found in the 


grove, and which ſhe had care- 
fully preſerved, to break it off if 


poſſible. 
She never doubted but that Sir 


William, when he ſhould know that 


his intended bride was in love with 
Mr. Harley, and had indecentiy 


- 


wooed him to accept of her hand, 
would 
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16 THE HISTORY 

would have no inclination to con- 
clude a marriage, from which he : 
could promiſe himſelf fo little ſatis- 
faction. She therefore wrote him an 
anonymous letter, in which ſhe in- 
cloſed that from Mr. Harley addreſſed | 
to Miſs Denby, and acquainted him 
that an accident had put it into her 
poſſeſſion; that ſhe had hitherto 
kept the ſecret, in compaſſion to 
Miſs Denby ; but, having ſo much 
reaſon to believe, that ſhe married 
him only to be revenged on Mr. 
Harley, ſhe ' thought ic her duty 
not to conceal it from him; that 
he might himſelf be judge of her 
motives for accepting his offer, — 

* e. 


= OF ELIZA... 17 
This letter ſhe diſpatched by the 
penny poſt, not being willing to em- 
ploy any meſſenger, leſt the writer of 
it ſhould be traced. ET 

Sir William had that day been to 
viſit his miſtreſs; he found her cold 
and reſerved, and not at all diſpoſed 
to gratify his wiſhes by a ſpeedy mar- 
riage. This alteration was owing to 
the hopes ſhe had newly entertained, 
from the apparent difficulties that re- 
tarded the marriage of Mr. Harley 
and Eliza, and to ſome converſation 
ſhe had with her mother, in which 


that lady, to keep her promiſe with 


Mr. B. had ſeemed willing to defer 
concluding with the Baronet for ſome 
time longer. : 
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18 THE HISTORY 
dit William went home in a very ill 
humour,and found the anonymous let- 
ter lying on his table. He had no ſooner 
read it, than he fancied he had pene - 
trated into the whole myſtery. Mr. 
Harley, he ſuppoſed, had written this 
letter (for the very purpoſe for which 
it was ſent) to diſguſt him with his 
miſtreſs, and prevent his marriage ; 
and the alteration in Miſs Denby's 
behaviour, appeared the conſequence 
of ſome malicious artifices, practiſed 
upon her with the ſame intention. 
In the midſt of the furious emoti- 
ons, which this ſuppoſed diſcovery 
raiſed in his mind, Mr. Harley enter- 
ed the room. The poor youth, ig- 


norant of the ſtorm that awaited him, 
came 


OF ELIZA 19 
*rame with a heart full of tranſport, to 
Preſs the old man to conclude his mar- 
riage with Eliza. : | 

Sir William, ſtepping cloſe to him, 
with a dreadful frown, and holding 
the letter in his ſhaking hand, aſked 
him, © whether he acknowledged 
<« that writing to be his.“ 

Mr. Harley caſt his eyes upon the 
letter, and inſtantly perceiving it to 
be the ſame he had wrote to Miſs 


Denby, bluſhed with ſurprize and con- 


fuſion. 
Did you write this letter 2 faid 


Sir William to him, in a furious 
tone. A 
Since you have ſeen it, Sir,” re- 
plied Mr. Harley, it would be i in 
> . C2 e vain 


20 THE HISTORY 
-< yain to deny it: I am ſorry it has 
ec fallen into your hands, and I can- 
not conceive by what means,” 
Tou are a diſſembling villain!” 
returned the Baronet; you wrote 
<< jt on purpoſe to fall into my hands. | 
« You are the writer of this anony- 
4 mous letter too, continued he, 
throwing it at him, © which convey- 
„ ed it to me; infamous ſhallow 
« artifice! What a villain have I been 
< foſtering in my boſom 1 
Mr. Harley, who had hitherto ſtood 
ſtupified with amazeinent, ſtarted, as 
from a dream, at the reiterated name 
of villain: by an involuntary motion, 
he clapped his hand to his ſword ; but 
So 675 ſuddenly 


Or EU 
ſuddenly recollecting himſelf, he drew 
1t back. 


«© You are privileged to ſay any 


« thing, Sir,” ſaid he; „ but this 
e uſage has cancelled all your for- 
% mer kindneſs think what you 
e pleaſe of that letter—I ſcorn to 
ee undeceive you.“ — | 


He left the room as he uttered chk | 


words, fearing, leſt ſome new injuries 
from Sir William ſhould urge his 
temper too far; and retiring to his 


own apartment, ordered his ſervant 


to pack up his cloaths and linen, 
himſelf aſſiſting with eagerneſs and 
precipitation — for in the violent emo- 


tion of his ſpirits, at the treatment 


ne had received, he thought every 


C 3 moment, 
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22 THE HISTORY 


moment, that he ſtaid, added to the 
indignity he had ſuffered. 
While he was thus employed, Sir 
William's chaplain came into the 
room.—The good man, who loved 
him tenderly, burſt into tears at the 
fight of thoſe Preparations he was 
making for his departure. Mr. 
Harley, diſmiſſing his ſervant, gave 
him as diſtinct an account of what 
had paſſed between Sir William and 
himſelf, as che various paſſions, which 
ſtill agitated him, would admit. 
The chaplain, who had alſo heard 
Sir William's ſtory, aſked him fud- 
denly, and without any preparation, | 
if the __— to which that 1 in Sir Wil- 
Uuam's 
© 


5 
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liam's hands was an anſwer, was ſtill 
in his poſſeſſion. 
Mr. Harley replied that it was; he 
bluſhed immediately after, and would, 
if poſſible, have recalled his words, 
thinking that a point of honour ob- 
liged him, at all events, to conceal the 
lady's ſecret. Mr. Irwin, ſatisfied with 
this conceſſion, and reſolving to make 
ſome uſe of it for his advantage, 
preſt him no more upon that ſubject; 
but both wondered how a letter of 
that conſequence had fallen into the 
hands of a third perſon, who had 
made ſo indifcreet a uſe of i it, as to 
render it doubtful, whether i it was well 
or il — 
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THE HISTORY 
Mr Harley dwelt not long upon an 
enquiry, which, in the preſent anguiſh 


8 
_ dab 3 


of his mind, but little intereſted him; 
he took a tender leave of his friend, 
who preſented him, from Sir William, 
with bills to the value of five hundred 
pounds, but ſuppreſt part of the harſh 


meſſage, which accompanied them. 
The young gentleman refuſed them 


at firſt with indignation; but the ar- 
guments, which the chaplain made uſe 
of, to induce him to accept of them, 
were ſo well calculated to convince 
him, that he ought not to conſider 
this ſum as a bribe to his patience, 
from a perſon who had injured him, 
but as a partial payment of a large 


debt, ſeeing that the Baronet was 
bound, 


© I f | k A 
bound, by every tye of honour and of 
conſeience, to provide for him genteely; 
he yielded therefore to the neceſſity 
of his affairs; and only deſiring Mr. 
after he would know him better, he 
quitted the houſe, and retired to that 
of his mother, who was overwhelmed 


with affliction, when ſhe heard of his 


misfortune. 


The poor youth, tortured with all 


thoſe pangs, which diſappointed love 
and a blaſted fortune could occaſion, 
ſhut himſelf up in his room, that he 


might be at liberty to indulge his 


melancholy, while Mr. B. and Eliza, 


who were uſed to ſee him every day, 


were 
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anxious to Vue hs 3 | 
Meantime Sir William, in whom 


love was now dotage, repelled every 


thought that might have led him to 


a conviction of his kinſman's inno- 


cence, and induſtriouſly endeavoured 


to deceive himſelf; he made a viſit 


to his miſtreſs, and related to her the 


whole contrivance, as he called it, of 
Mr. Harley, to break off a marriage, 
Which 2 his ambitious 


views. 
Miſs Denby fell naturally into a 


belief, that Mr. Harley had ſacrificed 


her reputation to his intereſt; and 


finding that the Baronet was perſuad- 
ed, or ſeemed to be ſo, that the whole 
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was a ry ; reſentment, and an 


eager deſire of revenge, once more 
prevailed, and ſhe declared, to her 


antiquated lover, that whether her 
mother was willing to keep her en- 
gage ments with him or not, ſhe was 


determined to be his. 

She gave him permiſſion, to preſs 
her, to name the day, and Mrs. B. 
returned a favourable, though not an 
explicit anſwer to this requeſt; for 
ſhe was deſirous, 1f poſſible, to keep 


ſome meaſures with her husband, and 


at the ſame, was unwilling to loſe 
this opportunity of diſpoſing of her 
daughter ſo greatly to her advan- 


tage, for the ſettlement Sir William 


offered was not leſs than fifteen hun- 
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dred a year; at ſo high a price was 
he willing to purchaſe a young and 


handſome wife. 


Mr. B. who had e . of 


ſettling his daughter, agreeably to her 


wiſhes and his own, by means of his 


wife, ſaw himſelf again diſappointed, 
by the fatal breach that had happen- 


ed between Sir William and Mr. 
Harley. 


The latter, i in relating it, ſtill ſcru- 
pulouſly adhered to his promiſe of 
ſecrecy, and ſpoke of the letter that 


had been ſent the Baronet, as a thing 
he had no knowledge of. 

Mr. B. thus half inſtructed of the 
truth, thought the whole an incom- | 
— myſtery; but Eliza in- 

ſanity 


> 
7 
2 
2 
+... 
5 
LY 
30 
* 
* 
. 1 
8 
72 
5 
& 1 


— — . — - 3 
* an - 0:48 2 2 the ned. Ke + . © . 3 : Ga >> 92 
8 8 n T ws SY: 1 

- 7 IEP 2 PCC ern 5 


-- OF ELIZ A. wy 
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ſtantly recollecting all the circum- 
ſtances, relating to the letter, which 


her maid had put into her hands, no 


longer doubted, but ſhe had found 


means to preſerve it, and was the per- 


ſon who had ſent it to Sir William. 
Her delicacy, with regard to the 


reputation of Miſs Denby, gave way 


to her juſt attention to the honour of 
her lover. She taxed her maid with 


being the author of the anonymous 


letter to Sir William, in which that 
from Mr. * to Miſs Denby was 
incloſed. 

The girl, who expected none 1 
happy effects from her ſcheme, rea- 
dily owned what ſhe had done, and 
was ſhocked and confounded, to find 
the 
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3 THE HISTORY 
the fatal conſequencies of her indif- 
creet zeal. Eliza having communi- 
cated the whole affair to her father, 
it was agreed between them, that, 
without acquainting Mr. Harley with 
their deſign, whoſe romantic notions 
of honour, in this caſe, might lead to 
oppoſe it; Betty ſhould demand an 
audience of the Baronet, and acknow- 
ledge the truth. 
The girl, anxious to repair her 
fault, readily undertook the commil- 
ſion. Sir William gave her admit- 
tance, but after her firſt words, which 
were to acknowledge that ſhe was the 
perſon who had ſent him a letter, 
written by Mr, Harley to Miſs Den- 
by, as ſhe was proceeding to ſatisfy : 
| = 


FE 
him how it came into his hands, he 
terrified her into ſilence, by a dread- 
ful exclamation; told her ſhe was 
| hired by Mr. B. his daughter, and 

Mr. Harley, to throw thoſe aſperſions 
on the character of Miſs Denby, in 
order to break off his matriage, and 
bid her tell her unworthy employes, 
as the only anſwer he had to ſend, 
that he ſhould be married to Miſs 


Denby in three days. 
Betty went home all in tears, to 


relate the bad ſucceſs of her interview 


with the old gentleman, who did not 
fail to make a merit with his miſtreſs, 
of the zeal with which he defended 
her againſt the calumny, invented by 
thetr 
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their common enemies, for 1 he 
affected to call them. 


Miſs Denby eaſily diſtinguiſhed the 
part Eliza acted. in this affair; ſhe 
hated her before as a rival, and a rival 
preferred to herſelf. But this laſt pro- 
vocation, as ſhe deemed it, laid the 
foundation of an enmity, which could 
be gratified with nothing leſs than her 

ruin, and which ſhe afterwards endea- 
voured, by every means in her power, 
to accompliſh. 

I Mr. B. finding all his ſchemes, in 
favour of his daughter, ineffectual, 
ſuffered ſo much, from the continual 
remorſe that preyed upon his mind, 

that he fell i into a fever, which very 


ſoon left no hopes of his recovery; 
he 
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he employed hi laſt moments, in ſet- 
tling bis daughter's affairs in the beſt 
manner he could; he appointed a gen- 
tleman of great probity to be her 
guardian, but left her at full liberty 
to diſpoſe of herſelf as ſhe pleaſed in 
marriage. 


The parting between the father 
and daughter, was moving to the laſt 


degree; worn out with continual 
watching during his illneſs, ſhe had 
not ſtrength to ſuſtain the agonies of 


a laſt adieu; ſhe was taken from his 
bed-fide in a deep ſwoon, from which 
ſhe did not recover, till ſome moments 


after he had expired. 


While till ſcarce ſenſible, her 
guardian, Mr. Elford, carried her 
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from that melancholy ſcene to his 
own houie, where his lady employed 
the moſt tender attention to alleviate 


her affliction. 


Mrs. B. during her husband's ill- 
neſs, had acted her part with ſuffici- 
ent decorum ; but as ſoon as the fune- 
ral was over, ſhe retired to her own 
ſeat in the country, whither Sir Wil- 


liam attended her : the marriage be- 


tween him and Miſs Denby followed 
ſoon after ; and every thing was con- 
ducted with ſo much parade and 
feſtivity, as left no room to doubt that 
the late melancholy event had made 
little impreſſion on her. 

Neither Mr. Harley nor Eliza were 
ſurpriſed at the news; it was what 
they 


6 ELIZA. 44 
they expected, and were prepared for; 
bur Mt. Elford, who, in this match, 
ſaw the total ruin of Mr. Harley $ 
hopes, became more deſirous of break-_ 

ing off an engagement, ſo little to the 
advantage of his young charge, whoſe 
intereſt he had greatly at heart. | 
As ſoon as her grief was abated, 
Mrs. Elford prevailed upon her to 


ſhate in ſome of her viſits, and by de- 
grees to accompany her to public 
1 places : Mr. Elford's fortune was 
large, he lived in ſplendor ; Mrs. El- 
ford, bred up in the faſhionable raſte 
for diſſipation, though a woman of 
ſenſe and virtue, loved to mix in every 
gay ſcene. 

D 2 Eliza, 
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Eliza, on many accounts, was fond 
of: retirement, but chiefly becauſe ſhe 
Vas in love; her own thoughts, always 

employed on the object of her tender- 


neſs, afforded her more entertainment 


than any of thoſe ſparkling aſſemblies, 


to which ſhe was introduced. She ſaw 
Mr. Harley but ſeldom, becauſe ſhe 


perceived that her guardian was-not 
favourable to his pretentions ; and 
ſhe was not willing to expoſe him to 
thoſe conſtrained civilities, which are 
practiſed towards an unwelcome 
gueſt; but, engaged both by honour 
and inclination, and miſtreſs of her 
own actions, ſhe ſcrupled not to write 
to him, and receive letters from him 


every day. | | ” | 
_— Mr. 
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_ Mr. Harley had reaſon to be ſatis- 
| fied with the tender aſſurances ſhe 
gave him of the continuance of her 
regard; but when, in public places, 
he ſaw her, the object of univerſal 
admiration, ſaw her ſurrounded with 
rivals, whoſe rank and fortune ſet him 
ſo very low in the compariſon, and 
knew that every endeavour would be 
uſed to bias her in favour of her in- 
tereſt, his heart was not at reſt. 
Low as he was in fortune, he durſt 
not ſolicit her to give him her hand; 
ſuch a requeſt would have appeared 
imprudent and ſelfiſh, and might well 
expoſe him to the cenſure of prefer- 
ring his own gratification to the hap- 
pineſs of her he loved. Many ways 
'Ds 
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were open to a young man of ſenſe 
and ſpirit for pufhing his fortune, 
but all muſt be attended by abſence; 
abſence, at all times ſo dreadful to a 


lover, but in his and Eliza's ſituation 
ſo full of danger. 11 


His friends were continually pro- 


poſing new ſchemes to him, and ſome 


advantageous proſpects were opened 
to him of going abroad, in the ſervice | 
of the Eaſt India Company; he fome- | 


q | times ſeemed determined to accept 
0 theſe propoſals, but the idea of leav- 
ing Eliza was inſupportable, and in 


the anguiſh of his heart, he often ac- 
cuſed her of indifference towards him, 

though ſurely it was not her part to 
make thoſe advances on the ſubje& 
of 


Or E 


of marriage between them, which 
loverſtraining, perhaps, the point of 
by honour) he tought? ſtill leſs n 


gence to offer "EM 

Near a year and a half had rolled 
away in this perplexing ſituation, 
when, by Mrs. Harley's death, her 


eee B 5 


ſmall jointure, which was not more 


5 n 


than fourſcore pounds a year, fell to 
bhhler fon: his ſiſters were all provided 
| forby marriage, and therefore no part 
of this poor pittance was diverted in- 
to other channels. 
That happineſs may be found in a 
cottage, is the dream of youthful 
love; this income, with the intereſt 
of Eliza's fortune, would ſupply all 
. the 
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| the wants of life; and more was not 
neceſſary to the felicity of two per- 
ſons, filled with a reciprocal paſſion. 


theory, and at len gth reſolved to over- 
come his ſcrupulous delicacy, and 
preſs his miſtreſs to an union, in 
which love was to ſupply all the de- 
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ficiences of fortune. 
But while he waited for a favoura- 
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from his pretentions to Eliza. 


1 Ihhis letter was drawn up with 


great art, and enforced its harſh pur- 


tive 


Thus Mr. Harley reaſoned from 


ble opportunity for an interview. 
with her, he received a letter from 
Mr. Elford, requiring him to deſiſt 


poſe by every argument that could 


convince the reaſon, and every mo- 


. 
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tive that cant ſway thoſe affectians, 


which, in the heart of a man of ho- 
nour, are never wholly ſubjected by 


love. 


£6 Gratitude, difintereſtedneſs, eli 
T cacy, regard to the world's opinion, 


4 and tenderneſs itſelf, for the object 


„ of his wiſhes, all required him to 
6c make this ſacrifice,” he ſaid. _ 
| Mr. Harley was ſtruck with theſe 


remonſtrances, which had the greater 


weight, as he ſuſpected Eliza was not 
wholly uninfluenced by them. He 
reſolved to make this ſacrifice, what- 
ever it coſt him, and wrote a long 


letter to Eliza, filled with the moſt 
tender and moſt generous ſentiments; 


but, unperceived by himſelf, he ming- 
| - 
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led ſome gentle reproaches, with thoſe 
arguments by which he Juſtified her 
conduct with reſpe& to him, and 
when he concluded, with fervently 


wiſhing for her happineſs, with one 
more worthy of her than he could be, 


he could not help adding, that he 
ſhould never live to ſee it. 
Eliza, in reading this letter, burſt 


into tears; ſhe eaſily perceived the 
part Mr. Elford had acted upon this 
occaſion, and though ſhe could not 


condemn his motives, ſhe was offend- 
ed at an officioufneſs, which tended 


to leſſen her in the eſteem of her 


lover. 


Impatient to relieve him from that 


— conflict under which he ſuf- 


te 1 red, 
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fered, ſhe diſpatched a ſhort billet to 
him, deſiring to ſce him inſtantly. 

Mr. Harley, who perhaps expected 


this ſummons, obeyed it with tranſ- 


ports. of joy, which were only allayed 
by the reflection, that he was not ca- 


pable of acting up to his own ideas of 


diſintereſtedneſs. Vet he approached 
Eliza, who took care to be alone to 


| . . 11 . 
receive him, with a kind of reſerve, 


which ſeemed ſuitable to his | preſent 
ſituation: he ſaw her charming eyes 
ſuffuſed with tears; this was enough 
to make him forget all his reſolutions; 


he threw himſelf at her feet, and tak - 
ing her hand, preſt it in ſilence to 


bis lips. 13 
| Eliza, 
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Eliza, willing to ſhorten this af. 


fecting ſcene, aſked him, with a 
mile, if he was determined to 


at eave her.“ 

4 cannot leave you, and live,“ 
replied the paſſionate youth; but 1 
% would willingly die to make you 


< happy.” 


FThat is not the way to make me 
* happy,” interrupted Eliza, till 
ſmiling; „you muſt live for me, 


and be contented with that little 
<* which I am able to bring you.” 


Mr, Harley, thus encouraged, con- 
ured her to complete her generoſity, 


and to defer no longer the giving him 
her hand, for fear that the zeal of her 
friends 
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OF ELIZA. a8 
| friends ſhould throw ſome obſtacles | 
ö = in their way. 
S Eliza, who had ſuſtained a good 
deal of importunity from her guar- 
dian, on account of ſome very advan- 
tageous offers that had been made her, 
thought her lover's apprehenſions 


n 


| were not groundleſs ; and therefore 
ö promiſed him, that ſhe would uſe her 
| utmoſt endeavour to prevail upon Mr. 


Elford, to give his conſent to their 
marriage; and that, if he refuſed it, 
ſhe would make uſe of that liberty 
which her father had bequeathed her, 
and fulfil his intentions, by marrying 
the perſon he had choſen for her. 


She uſed much the ſame terms in 
her a to Mr, Elford, who 
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ſhewed her the fallacy of that argu- 
ment, and made it plain enough, that 
Mr. B. wiſhed to have her conſult 
her intereſt more, in the diſpoſal of | 
herſelf. 5 
Eliza, touched with the mention 
of her father, melted into tears, but 
continued firm in her reſolution. 
My father, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, © de- 


44 ſired my happineſs; and by his laſt 


& will, leaving me at liberty to be- 
4c ſtow myſelf, he conſidered me as 
<« the beſt judge of what would moſt 
« conduce to it. Doubtleſs it was 


his intention, that I ſhould fulfil 


* my engagements; and this being 


* my choice likewiſe, no arguments, 


founded merely upon intereſt, 
e ought 
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4 * to prevail with me to break 
« through them.“ 

Mr. Elford replied, with ſome heat; 
that though hecould never approve 
% ſo imprudent a match, he would 
: faithfully diſcharge the truſt that 
e was repoſed in him, and ſoften, as 


C 


- 


« 


much as lay in his power, thoſe 


a. 


« evils which he could not wholly 


“ prevent.” 
Accordingly he found no difficulty | 


in inducing Mr. Harley to fettle the 


whole of Eliza's fortune upon herſelf, 
and the children born of this mar- 


riage. | 
After the ceremony was performed, 
Mr. Elford and his lady carried 


them to their country. ſeat, where 
| | days 
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they ſtaid about three weeks, and then 
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retired to a ſmall houſe, in a neigh- 
bouring village, ſuitable to their nar- 
row income, but fitted up with an 
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elegant ſimplicity, that proved the 
_ taſte, if not the opulence, of its own- 
ers. | | 
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Here, like the firſt pair in Para- 
diſe, poſſefling all within themſelves, 


they paſſed the firſt year of their mar- 
Triage, in a ſtate as happy as the con- 
dition of mortality admits of. 
The birth of a ſon to Sir b 
Harley gave the firſt interruption to 
their felicity. Hitherto Mr. Harley, 
ſupported by the expectation of an al- 
moſt certain, though perhaps remote, 


of ſucceſſion to a large fortune, repined 
ö not 
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a 


not at the humble ſituation in which 
he had placed Eliza, becauſe he 

always boped that one day, he ſhould 
be enabled to raiſe her to another, 
equal to any, which her affection for 


him, had induced her to reject: but 


an heir to Sir William's eſtate, cut 
off that flattering proſpect; he now 
ſaw his beloved Eliza condemned for 
ever, to all the inconveniencies of a 
narrow income, ſtill to increaſe, 
with an increaſing family, till at laſt 
they centered in a miſerable ſtate of 
indigence. 

How could he bear to ſee Ak not 
only precluded for ever, from all the 
elegant enjoyments of life, but ſuffer- 
iyg under the fatigues, that her do- 
Vor. II. E meſtic 
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meſtic duties would impoſe upon her; 
ſhe, who had been uſed to eaſe and 
affluence, and might once more have 
lived in ſplendor, but for her gene- 
rous preference of him: how would 
ſhe be able to endure the numberleſs 
evils that indigence brings along with 
it? Had he not reaſon to fear, that 
ſhe would look back with regret, upon 
the happineſs ſhe had refuſed, and 
that feeling every day more forceably, 
the fatal conſequences of her paſſion 
for him, ſhe would in time deteſt that 
paſſion itſelf, which had been the 
cauſe of her misfortunes. 
7 Theſe reflections, which the ſolitude 
he lived in, gave him too much leiſure 
to indulge, at length produced an al- 
NN ” | teration, 
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teration in his temper, and ſpread a 
gloom over his countenance. Suſpici- 


ons of his wife's growing indifference 


would even intrude upon his mind; 


and though he often repelled them 
with indignation, as injurious to that 
tenderneſs, which was diſplayed in 
every look and action of hers, yet 
they would ſtill return upon the 
ſlighteſt occaſion, and fill his whole 


ſoul with bitterneſs. 


If ever ſhe was more ſerious than 


uſual, he would fancy ſhe was regret- 


ting her ſituation z if ſhe left him for 
a few moments, he would ſuppoſe his 


company grew leſs pleaſing to her. 
His health began to be impaired, by 
the continual agitation of his mind. 


— „ 1 


fv 
# 5 
$4 . 
4 
1 
: 
+4 
31 
1 
* 
? 
1 
1 
1 
# 
-M 
We 
«Is 
5 
8 
TY 
if 
x 
gs © 
4 
TY 
1 1 
| Bae 
bo 
* 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
40 
3” 
o 
* 
5 
* Ly 
BR 
| 
a 
1 
4 
# 
"® 
3 
=_ 
4 
 , 
3 
= 
RY 1 
1 
I 
1 


* » 
19% 1 
1 1 
bd 
wu 
„ 
+ . 
. 
* 
KERRY 
U 5 


— 
5 25 3 my en — < — 
rn 
I p< Ze 2 $7 us; 
2 CL ASIC 
* 32> 
> liv l 


— 
—— 
— — 


n * C7 
1 . 7a ; £7. "33 

4 n — .“ 8 
n 2 * 
VF ay 3, 47 a + - Ag 
- =. * L. MY RIC 2 bes, Pr 

— ISS. » 
_ 


* — N 
8 1 N * 2 8 
8 — SA ==. me — — — ——_— 
on wv " 


32 THE HISTORY 
Eliza perceived 1t with agonizing 
apprehenſions; ignorant of the true 
_ cauſe of his diſquiet, ſhe imagined. 
that the dull uniformity of a country 
life affected his ſpirits; and as the 
| winter was now approaching, which 
would neceſſarily leſſen even thoſe few 
pleaſures, which were to be found in 
their preſent retirement, ſhe propoſed 
to him, to ſpend a few months in 


town. 5 
Mr. Harley, conſidered this pro- 
poſal, as an indication of her own 
wearineſs and ſatiety; yet, eager to 
oratify every wiſh ſhe could form, 
he inſtantly wrote to a friend in town, 
to provide lodgings for them ; and 
prepared for their departure, with ſo 

e much 


LY 


renn 
much chearfulneſs, that Eliza congra- 
tulated herſelf, upon having fallen up- 
on an expedient, which had ſo happy 
an effect, though perhaps the delica- 
cy of her love, would have been bet- 
ter ſatisfied, if the retirement they 
now quitted, for the firſt time ſince 
their marriage, had continued to have 
the ſame charms for him, as it ſtill 
had for her. 77 15 

On her arrival in town, ſhe Gan 
. lodgings prepared, in one of 
the moſt faſhionable ſtreets, and ano- 
ther ſervant added to their little houſ- 
hold. 

She gently hinted her 93 that 
this expence, would be inconvenient 
to him; but Mr. Harley, who 1 
E 3 ed 
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ed nothing ſo much, as her perceiv- 
ing, by the want of neceſſary atten- 
dance, and other appendages of for- 
tune, the low condition into which 
ſhe was fallen, was determined to ſpend 
all the remainder of the ſum he had 
received from Sir William, in render- 
Ing her ſtay in town agreeable to 

her. | 

Prudent perſons will doubtleſs cen- 
ſure this conduct highly; but whoever 
conſiders with tenderneſs, the mo- 
tives by which he was actuated, will 
find in them at leaſt, as much to pity 
as to condemn. _ 
| Eliza, not aware 55 the true rea- 
ſons that induced her huſband to make 
an : appearance, ſo little ſuitable to 
their 


OF ELIZA: 5 
their income, thought it was his taſte, 
and was too indulgent to oppoſe it: 
but ſhe hoped that, when ſated with | 


the diſnpations of the town, the re- 
turning ſeaſon would give new allure- 
ments to their rural reſidence, and a 
ſtricter economy for the future, re- 
pair the little waſte they now made. 
Mr. Elford, however, in the qua- 


lity of a friend, and truſtee of Eliza, 


remonſtrated loudly againſt an impru- 


dence, of which both ſeemed equally 


guilty. 
Meantime Mr. Harley and Eliza 


appeared at every public place; and 


wherever they appeared, drew parti- 


cular. attention upon them. All the 


graces of youth, e elegance of figure, 
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55 THE HISTORY 
and politeneſs of manners, were com- 
mon to them both. Mr. Harley, by 
his long abode with Sir William, be- 
came known to ſeveral perſons of dil- 
tinction, with whom he now found it 
very eaſy to renew his acquaintance : 
charmed with the beauty of the wife, 
they ſollicited the friendſhip of the 
huſband ; all were liberal in their of- 
fers of ſervice; and Mr. Harley was : 
inſenſibly engaged in a ſtate of depen- 
dence upon the great, which protract- 
ed his ſtay in town, and encreaſed 
his expences. . 
The candor of his own mind, the 
inexperience of youth, and the eager- 
nefs with which he admitted every 
hope of raiſing his beloved Eliza, to 
a 


* 
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a ſituation. more worthy of her, hin- 


dered him from perceiving the fallacy 


of thoſe: promiſes, upon which he 
founded all his expectations. 

| Meantime a rwelvemonth's s ſtay in 
town had exhauſted alt his ready 
money; the intereſt of Eliza's fortune, 
together with his own ſmall patrimo- 
ny, made up an income of little more 
than two hundred pounds a year. 
This ſum was far from being ade- 


quate to his expences; full of ſanguine 


ideas from the intereſt of his noble 
friends, he did not doubt, but in 4 
few months, he fhould be put in poſ⸗ 
ſeſſion of ſome genteel and lucrative 
employment; and therefore the leſs 
3 to ſupply his e exigen- 
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3 THE HISTORY 
cies, by the only means he had in his 
power, which was to mortgage his 
mother's jointure. Eliza, who had not ; 
the ſame opinion of the ſincerity of 
thoſe friendſhips, upon which her 
huſband relied ſo ſecurely, regretted 
this laſt imprudent ſtep ; but, all ten- 
derneſs and ſubmiſſion, what ſhe 
could not oppoſe, without giving pain, 
ſhe acquieſced in with apparent chear- 
fulneſs, and always comforted herſelf 
with the reflection, that they had ſtill 
enough left, to preſerve them from 
want; and with a huſband ſhe loved ſa 
paſſionately,ſhe ſcarce wiſhed tor more, 
but on his account. 

Lady Harley, under pretence of re- 
ſenting the attack made upon her re- 


putation, 


2 
* 


of REH 


putation, though another and more 
potent cauſe for her hatred of Eliza, 


was the paſſion ſhe ſtill felt for Mr. 


Harley, kept up no ſort of correſpon- 
dence with her, whom ſhe had called 
ſiſter, and for whom ſhe had profeſſed 


the fondneſs of one; but, ever ſoli- 


citous to know all her affairs, in 


hopes that ſome time or other, her re- 


venge might be gratified, ſhe con- 
trived to be acquainted with a lady, 
with whom ſhe knew Eliza had lately 
become intimate; and through this 
channel, ſhe found means to interrupt 
a happineſs, the thoughts of which em- 


bittered all her own enjoyments. 


Mrs. Vere, ſo this lady was called, 


was of a moſt dangerous character; 


agreeable 


— 


r 


- —— k N 
— e 9 
— — 1 * — - 
a. - " At 4 _ 
- * „ > «ay 


© L 
5 1 
#0 
"2 
1 
1 ” 
1 
8 j- 1 
A ® 
. 2 0 
[ 
dg , FR 
. 
: 
1 72 
1 
. 
1 
1 * "os 
1 
1 
; A 
D 9 
. © 
£3 
, "» 
= 
TY Bi 
p ' 
4 
q or 
+4 
4 ; 
0 * 
e 
9 
1 2 
. 1 1 
4.5. 
LY N ; 
ti les 
4 
f 7 "—_— 
39 6 
* * = 
hs ERS 
77 e 
: 2 in 
15 2 
i , 
8 9 
Ir 
1 WES 
4 1 
44 5 
1 1.8 
D 14 2 * 
1 BT l 
we, 
q ri 
#3 » +. 
4 - N 
e . 
45; 20 8 
„ © 94 , 
„ N 
200 
4 [ 2 
4. Fas 
1; 
4 A *&. i--f 
F $8 
$2 
__ I 
19 74 
3% 1.47 
1 8 72 
WY . 
i 
7 4 5 , * 
7 W- i ck 
4 " 1-2 85 
e 
5 7 4 14 1 
Its w__ 1 
3 I, 5 1 
111 89 
14 4 
7 5 
3 
11 
$48.8 
7 . , 
bo », 
e 
74 2 - 180 4 
\”" 2" "WR IG 
1 
* 8 
1 7 * 
* 1 
14 D 
8 . 
2 * 
3 $-<0 
1 
$4 1 
% 8. : 
" 4 
RPE 7. 
= MOT 
Wl. 
4A ax 
1 2 
Wit 7 * 
. * 1 ” a 
1102 Fr * 
W 1 7 
ACLs | 
b iT 
{5 Sa 
e 
1 1 
* X 2 VE. T1 
> +» 
N 3, a 
* 270 
4 » d 
e 
v RF 2, +) 
AB IG 
7 . 
9 5 
1 
0 
1 * * 
Wei SiS |: 
11 hs 
x I. l 
5,7 ES. 
"4-0 x. 
L001 
* » 
11 ” + 
e 
4 5 
1 # 


2 8 wy 
— 
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agreeable in her perſon, of infinuating 
manners, but a heart void of ſenſibi- 
Iity, libertine in her inclinations and 
Principles ; but modeſt and reſerved 
in her behaviour; z ever laying ſnares 
For the ſimplicity and frankneſs of 
others, by an appearance of {till 
greater ſimplicity and frankneſs, which 
threw even the moſt artful off their 
guard, and deceived alike the credu- 
lous and the miſtruſtful. 

This woman's hiſtory was known 
to very few perſons; and unbappily 
for Eliza, ſhe was one of thoſe who 
was entirely ignorant of it. I will 
give it your Jadyſhip in a few words. 
She was a native of Ireland, and bad 
married, without the conſent of her 
friends, 


nnr 
friends, a young man, bred u p in the 
college of Dublin, who had taken or- 
ders, in expectation of being * 
for in the church. 

In a very few years, the fortune, ſhe 
brought him, was entirely ſpent. Mr. 
Vere, having no hopes of preferment 
in Ireland, and aſhamed to ſhew his 
poverty in a place, where he had hi- 
therto lived in an appearance of afflu- 
ence, reſolved to come to England, 


where he had ſome friends, from whom | 


he expected to find aſſiſtance. 

In the ſhip that brought them 
over, there was a young Engliſh gen- 
tleman, of large fortune, with whom 


the diſtreſt couple ſo well improved 


their — during their ſhort 
| voyage, 
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62 THE HISTORY 
voyage, that he intreated them to 
ſtay fome weeks with him at bis 
country-leat. | 
This ſtay Was protraſted! for ſeveral 
months; at length Mr. Vere pretend- 
ing a neceſſity to return to Ireland 
about ſome particular buſineſs, which 
was likely to detain him ſome little 
time, propoſed carrying his wife to 
London, and leaving her there in 
lodgings. 
= Their gallanthoſt, inſiſted upon her 
ſtaying where ſhe was, till her huſ- 
band's return ; and this offer was like- 


wiſe accepted. 
During Mr. Vere's abſence, his 


friend and his wife, lived in an inti- 
macy, that expoſed them to great 
„ | cenſures; 
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cenſures; when he returned, ſome 
officious perſons whiſpered theſe re- 


ports to him; he diſſembled his ſuſ- 
picions, and took his meaſures ſo well, 


that he obtained ſufficient proofs of 


his wife's infidelity, and declared his 


reſolution to have recourſe to the law, 


for a compenſation for the injury 
that had been done him. 

: Mrs. Vere, all in tears, conjured 
* her lover to ſave her from the infa- 
my of a public trial; he offered to 
compromiſe the matter, and Mr. 
Vere, in conſideration of the ſum of 
five thouſand pounds, and the gift of 
a living, worth near two hundred 
pounds a year, conſented to let the 
affair drop, and even to live with his 
- wife, 
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wife, for whom he pretended a fond- 


neſs, which this proof of her frailty 


was not able to abate. 
It was believed, and not without 
reaſon, that the huſband and wife 


acted in concert, and that the whole 


was a ſcheme to raiſe their fortunes. 
They found, in the general ſervi- 
lity of the world, which is ever 
ready to pay to affluence, that didinc- 
tion, that is due only to virtue, a 


new reaſon for juſtifying their con- 


duct to themſelves. Mrs. Vere was 


received with reſpe& among the po- 


liteſt company; ſhe dreſt well, lived 
with elegance, and played high at 


cards; with theſe qualifications, who 
would 


would be ſo rude to queſtion her con- 


duct? 


Her acquaintance with Eliza com- 


menced by an accident, very proper 


to lay the foundation of a friendſhip, . 


in a heart ſo tender and ſenſible as 


hers. 


An alarm of fire, in the houſe 
where Eliza lodged, threw her into 
a ſwoon; and in this condition, Mr. 


Farley, under the moſt agonizing ap- 
Prehenſions for her ſafety, carried her 

into the ſtreet in his arms. 
Mrs. Vere, who lived oppolite to 


them, and had often admired her 


beautiful neighbour from her win 
dow, and wiſhed to be acquainted with 


her, was the firſt to offer her aſſiſtance; 


Vor. II. * ſhe 
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ſhe ran out to meet Mr. Hacley, con- 
ducted him into her houſe, and em- 
ployed the moſt tender cares about 
Eliza, who ſoon recovered, and 
charmed with the ſweetneſs and be- 
nevolence of Mrs Vere's behaviour, 


from that moment conceived a friend- 


ſhip for her, which produced an inti- 
mate connection between them. Eli- 


za, who had that romantic notion of 
friendſhip, which young people ge- 
nerally bring with them into the com- 


merce of the world, and which is on- 
Iy to be eraſed by long experience, 


never doubted the fincerity of Mrs 


Vere's profeſſions, and often, in the 
warmth of confidence, would com- 
municate to her, her uneaſineſs at the 

purſuits 


oF ELIZA. 67 
purſuits Mr. Harley was engaged i in, 
which had already led him into dif- 
ficulties, and prevented him from re- 
liſhing a retirement, which they had 
ſtill enough left to render comforta- 
ble. 


Mrs. Vere rallied * though wick 


great caution, upon her taſte for ſoli- 
tude, and her fond notion, that love 
could ſupply all the deficiencies of 
fortune, and reconcile youth, gaiety, 
and ſpirit, to the inſpidity of a coun- 
try life. 

She adviſed her not to oppoſe Mr. 
Harley 1 in his deſigns, but to aſſiſt 


him in cultivating the friendſhip of 


thoſe perſons, who ſeemed diſpoſed to 
ſerve him; and inſi nuated, that her 
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6 THE HISTORY 
cold and reſerved behaviour, gave her 


the appearance either of pride or in- 


gratitude, which cooled the zeal of 


her friends, and threw obſtacles in 


the way of her huſband's advance- 


ment. 


Eliza, utterly unacquainted with 


thoſe maxims of gallantry, ſo eaſily 


admitted by the thoughtleſs part of 


her ſex, and ſo readily reconciled to 
virtue, by thoſe, whoſe principles 


were leſs ſevere than hers; did not 
perceive the ſnare this inſiduous ad- 


vice laid for her. 

She did not indeed rightly com- 
prehend what it was that was required 
of her; but, ſure that Mrs Vere always 
meant well, and was ſollicitous for 


her 
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her happineſs ſhe imagined that ſhe 
had failed in ſome points of civility, 


towards thoſe perſons, upon whoſe 
intereſt, her huſband had fo great a 


dependence and that, not having the 
ſame opinion, that. he had, of the ſta- 
bility of their promiſes, ſhe had ſuf- 
fered ſome part of her diffidence to 
appear; and this fault ſhe reſolved to 
correct. 

Hitherto ſhe had been ſhocked 
with none of thoſe declarations, fo 


ſoothing to the ears of vanity, ſo hu- 
miliating to real virtue, The ex- 
treme attention that was paid her, 
eſcaped her particular notice; Lord L. 
indeed, had ſuffered his eyes ſome- 
times to ſpeak ; but when the heart 
F gs; is 
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is not in the ſecret, this ene 18 
unintelligible. EL. | 
Lord L. was the ſon of a noble- 
man, of great power and affluence ; 
he had recommended Mr. Harley to 
his father, and in the hope of render- 
ing himfelf agreeable to Eliza, was 


reſoved to puſh. his fortune with all 


his intereſt. _ +21 h 
Whether it was that * . 


till he had done ſomething to engage 


her gratitude, before he hazarded a 
diſcovery of his ſentiments, or that 
his paſſion, though founded on liber- 
tiniſm, was nevertheleſs great enough 
to inſpire him with reſpect, he had 
yet obſerved a proper decorum, and 


Eliza was ignorant of his intentions. 


Her 


L ELIAS - 2 
Her intimacy with Mrs Vere ſeem- 


ed a favourable incident to Lord L. 
He knew her character, and believed 


it would not be difficult to engage 


her in his intereſt; with this view he 
found means to be introduced to 
her. 5 
Mrs Vere ſoon perceived his de- 
ſigns, and without expecting or deſir- 
ing an explanation, ſhe favoured 
them as much as poſſible, by taking 


care to give him notice, though not 


in a direct manner, whenever Eliza 
was to be with her. 
Mr. Vere and Mr. Harley were 


often of their party, and Lord L. 


e 


; who knew Eliza was fond of muſic, 
engaged ſome of the Opera perfor- 
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mers to give them a little concert, in 


an evening, at Mrs Vere's houſe, for 


whom this gallantry appeared in- 
tended, though in reality Eliza was 
the object of it. 1 5 
Lady Harley was informed of all 


theſe circumſtances by Mrs Vere, 
who finding in her a ſimilarity of man- 


ners, rank, fortune, and whatever is 


neceſſary to engage the aſſiduity of a 


mean and intereſted woman, was 
{don led to ſacrifice, to her envy and 
malice, the innocent Eliza, whoſe ſolid 


virtue was a reproach to her, and ex- 


cited more hatred than eſteem. 

Whatever Eliza told her in confi- 
dence, was immediately whiſpered 
back to Lady Harley, who, in the 
: 5 courſe 


OF ELIZA. z 
courſe of this intelligence, at length 
heard, what ſhe had long wiſhed for, 
and expected, that Mr. Harley, by 
his bad economy, had plunged him- 
ſelf into difficulties, from which, no- 
thing but an alienation of part of his 
wife's fortune, could extricate him. 

Eliza, concealing her own grief, 
and only anxious to relieve that of 
her huſband, who was reſolved rather 
to ſuffer any extremity, than to break 
in upon what was aſſigned her, for her 
ſupport; was preparing to have re- 
courſe to Mr. Elford, her truſtee, and to 
palliate, in the beſt manner ſhe could, 
thoſe failings ſhe was not able to hide; 
when Mrs Vere adviſed her to try the 
generoſity of Lord. L. upon this occa- 

; ſion, 
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_ ſion. Eliza rejected this propoſal with 
indignation ; and though it did not 
open ber eyes, with regard to the true 
character of her that made it, yet it 
indicated a want of delicacy, which, 
in ſome degree, leſſened her eſteem for 
hee, 

Lady Harty, when ſhe was told 
this circumſtance by Mrs. Vere, ſhook 
her head, and replied, « Your young 
<< friend has more wit than you ima- 
„ gine; ſhe will accept of her lover's 
« aſſiſtance, but ſhe will not truſt 
5. you with the ſecret.” _ 

Mrs Vere, who had with difficulty 
believed, that Eliza was as prudent 
-as ſhe appeared to be, for. a frail 
- woman ſcarce thinks it poſſible for 


any 
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any of her ſex to be virtuous, was 
vexed that ſhe had fo long been the 
dupe of her pretended ſanctity of man- 
ners, and doubted no more that Lord 
L. and ſhe were in intelligence. 


Eliza had juſt finiſhed a letter to 
Mr. Elford, full of apologies for her 


husband, whoſe diſappointments had 

made it neceſſary for her to appropri- 
ate ſome part of what was ſettled up- 
on her, for his relief, and requeſting 
his concurrence with this meaſure, 
when ſhe received a verbal meſſage 


from lady Harley, by a chairman, 


requeſting to ſee her immediately, 
in Groſvenor- ſquare, _ buſineſs of 
conſequence. 1 E 


Mr. Harley was not at bons, the 
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76 THE HISTOR T 
had no opportunity of communicating 
this meſſage to him, and of taking 
his advice upon it. Surpriſed as ſhe 
was at ſuch an invitation, ſhe was re- 
ſolved to comply with It; and was 
accordingly carried in a hackney chair 
to Sir William's houſe. 
Lady Harley received her in her 
dreſſing room, and affected to be 
touched, with ſome emotion, at the 
ſight of ber, after ſo long an inter- 
ruption of their friendſhip. 

„ vill make no apology to you,” 
ſaid ſhe, «© for. the coldneſs with 
* which I have carried myſelf to- 
Wards you, nor enter into any de- 
e Fence of it, from the provocation 
] have received both from you and 
„ Mr. 
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Mr. Harley; it is ſufficient that all 


is forgot: I have never been your 
enemy, and all the influence I have 
with Sir William, I have employ- 
ed in favour of your husband : it 


is true I have not yet been able to 


effect a reconciliation between 
them, which was what I moſt wiſh- 


ed; but this will follow in time, 


and I have reaſon to expect it, 
ſince J have perſuaded Sir William 


to aſſiſt Mr. Harley in his preſent 
difficulties, I have five hundred 
pounds to give you by his orders; 
when he can be prevailed upon to 
ſee Mr. Harley, I do not. doubt 
but he will give him ſtill more 
ſolid proofs of his generoſity.” 
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As ſhe finiſhed theſe words, the 


put notes, to the value of five hundred 


pounds, into Eliza's hands, who, in 


her aſtoniſhment at this unexpected 


kindneſs, fate filent for ſome moments, 


aſhamed of having entertained any 


diſlike againſt a perſon, who was 


capable of acting ſo nobly. 


Her acknowledgements, on this 
occaſion, were uttered with ſo much 
tenderneſs, ſuch a feeling ſenſe of gra- 
titude, that Lady Harley, conſcious 
how little ſhe deſerved them, ſeemed 


oppreſt and uneaſy. 
Eliza returned to her own g 


ings, all impatience to communicate 


to her husband an incident, ſo full of 


wonder. She did not find him at home, 


4 5 but 


OF ELIZ A. 5g 


wy © es — 
= —— 
ons orgs nn 


but he came in a ſhort time after her. 
When ſhe related to him what had 1 


* Fiat . PETIIO © 3... — OO =. » — 
n <4 n - . 
* w- 4 = 
— — —7—Iͤ— ñꝗ́ dt ond — ́ ———I— ot = 
—— a Er 3222 ne e 5 
— S N ITT " 


paſſed, his ſurpriſe was as great as 
hers; but his gratitude was leſs 
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* « Tt is but juſt,” faid he, that 
« lady Harley, after having done 
% me ſo much miſchief, ſhould 


& endeavour to make me ſome com- 
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6e penfation ; but if Sir William had, 
s inſtead of this ſmall benefaction, 
E given me up the writings of my 
« father's eſtate, which was morgag- 
de ed to him, I ſhould have had a 
„higher idea of his generoſity, and 
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Eliza, fond of hinting any thing 


to him, which might keep alive a 


reaſonable hope, and reconcile him 


for the preſent to his narrow circum- 


ſtances, told him that Lady Harley 
had that in view perhaps, when ſhe 


inſinuated that Sir William would 


give him greater proofs of his kind- 
neſs. 
This expectation, which Mr. Har- 
ley readily fell into, as being indeed 
not ill founded, ſerved to raiſe his 
ſpirits for ſome days, and prevented 
thoſe fits of deſpondency, which gave 
ſo much pain to the tender Eliza, 
who took occaſion, while this diſpoſt- 
tion laſted, to preſs him to return to 


the country, a meaſure, which could 
not 


O ELI - 8 


not but be agreeable to Sir William, 
and might perhaps haſten his ger 
mination in his favour. 

Returning from a viſit to Mr. El- 
ford, ſhe found her husband, who had 
not accompanied her, at home before 
her; but, inſtead of flying to meer 
her, as he always did, after every ſhort 


abſence, with tenderneſs and folicitude, 


he ſeemed not to ſee her when ſhe en- 
tered the room where he was, but 
continued to walk back wards and 


forwards with a haſty pace, his arms 


folded, and all the marks of grief and a 


anger upon his countenance. 


Eliza gazed upon him a moment 


with terror and aſtoniſhment ; then 


laying hold of his arm, as he 
H. RG: paſſed 
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paſſed her again, & Alas! what is 


the matter?” ſaid ſhe; what mis- 
ec fortune has happened to you?“ 


Mr. Harley, withoutanſwering her, 
diſengaged himſelf from her hold, 


with ſo rude a motion, as almoſt threw 


her to the ground; in the ſame mo- 


ment he folded his arms round her to 
ſupport her. Oh! forgive me,” 
cried he, I know not what I do.“ 


Then placing her in a chair, he quitted 


the room, and went into another, 
where he continued to walk about 
with the. ſame diſcompoſure as be- 
for. _ : 
Eliza followed him, in a confuſion 


of thought, not to be deſcribed, of 
even imagined. ©& Tell me,” cried 
Pn : | | . : ſhe, 


OF ELIZA. 83 
ſhe, in a faltering voice, « tell me, 
“ my dear Mr. Harley, the meaning 
of this diſorder, before my — 
« henſions kill me.” 

Her husband, at that word, turned 
ſhort upon her, and giving her a look, 
that ſeemed to Penetrate into her 
ſoul, 

* You have apprehenſions then, 
Eliza,” ſaid he. Oh, why ſhould 
you have apprehenſions, if all was 


A 


0 


* clear within your own breaſt ? 
« Good heaven!” exclaimed he, with 
a paſſionate geſture, ©** did I ever 
« think to ſee the day when I ſhould 
« ſuſpe&t my Eliza!“ 

* Suſpect me !” repeated Eliza, 
this is ſtrange language indeed; 
6 ce but 


8; THE HISTORY 

but explain yourſelf, I intreat you; 

of what do you ſuſpect me ?” 
„Know madam,” ſaid he, “that 


I had rather have languiſhed my 


& 


La 


whole life in a dungeon, than that 


N 


* 


you ſhould ſtoop to unworthy means 
eto relieve me; was Lord L. a fit 
e perſon for you to receive a pecuni- 
„ ary obligation from, Lord L. your 
© profeſt admirer ? and would you 
% have received it if Oh!] I am 
« diſtracted,” cried he, throwinghim- 
ſelf almoſt breathleſs into a chair; 
« never — never more ſhall I be 


happy.“ 
* begin to perceive,” ſaid Eliza, 


ſtriving to repreſs her tears, that I 
CC 4M 
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4c 10 wretched; but ſill I do not 


* quite underſtand you.“ 
e Read that letter,” ſaid he, hold- 


ing one out to her in his trembling 


hand, would I had died ere I had 


« received it.“ 


Eliza opened it, and here is what 


it contained: Mr. Harley, if you 


%“ have not eyes to ſee, what all the 


% world obſerves, and laughs at, you 


? are to be pitied for your infatua- 


« tion. It is no ſecret that your wife 


4 
Aa 


is Lord L's penſioner; and if your 


« neceſſities are ſu pplied by her means, 


you may gueſs the price ſhe pays 


H for it.” 
While Eliza was reading this biller, 
her face was overſpread with bluſhes. 
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« You are indeed to be pitied,” faid 
ſhe, returning it to her husband with 
a look, which expreſt at once compaſ- 


ſion and diſdain, * if this anonymous 


* incendiary has been able to make 
you ſuſpect the fidelity of your wife. 
But ſince,” purſued ſhe, ſighing, 


« I muſt deſcend to the wretched 
e neceſlity of juſtifying myſelf, I ap- 
% peal to lady Harley—to Sir Wil- 
cc jam Know from them who it was 
ce that GO me to ſupply your 
* neceſſities.” 

I have done that already,” re- 
plied Mr. Harley; as ſoon as this 
« fatal letter came to my hands, I 


© demanded, I even forced an inter- 


ce vie w Sir William —he diſ- 


£ claimed 


ec 
be 
cc 
66 


ce 


_ 


# > 
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claimed all knowledge of what had 
happened, and I found his reſent- 


ment againſt me ſtill too high, to 
make it probable, that he would 
intereſt himſelf at all in my affairs. 
Lady Harley proteſted ſhe had 


never ſeen you ſince her mar- 
riage.” 


Did lady Harley dv her hav- 


the utmoſt aſtoniſhment.— 


ing ſent to me?” exclaimed Eliza, 
„Then 
the whole myſtery. ; 18 explained ; 


her revenge is gratified, and ſhe 
e has. had the ſatisfaction to know 


that ſne has made me miſerable, 


and that my virtue is ſuſpected.“ 


Fou are miſtaken,” interrupted 
Mr. Merley c amidft all the wild- 
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« neſs of my grief, I was attentive 
&* to the care of your reputation; I 
« ſaid I had received notes to the va- 
ue of five hundred pounds, but I 
« ſaid not from whom 1 received 
e them; and when Sir William de- 
nied his having ſent them, Lady 
« Harley, to my eternal ſurpriſe and 


- 


6 confuſion, declared, of her own * 

* accord, that the had never ben 

3 | 
And were you not likewiſe fur- 

5 priſed, 2 ſaid Eliza, t that ſhe anſ- 

60 wered to a queſtion, which was 

« never put to her?” 155 
« Ah! I underſtand you,” faid 

Mr. Harley ; and were it poſſible to 


wy ſuppoſe that a woman, avaritious 
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as ſhe is, would ſacrifice ſo conſi- 


derable a ſum as five hundred 
pounds, for the gratification of her 
malice ; I might conclude all this 
was her ſcheme to raiſe ſuſpicions 


in me; but, ah! Eliza, there are 


other circumſtances—your friend- 
ſhip with Mrs Vere, a woman, 


whoſe principles, I am now in- 


formed, are far from being rigid. 


long an intimacy, you never diſco- 
vered her true character? whence 


grew Lord L's acquaintance with 
< her, ſo ſoon ripened to ſuch an inti- 
© macy ?—why thoſe frequent viſits 
to Mrs Vere—and he always of the 


party ?—your concerts too, at his 
ce expence ? 
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& expence your paſſive acquief- 
$ cence with my ſtay in town; a 
% meaſure you once oppoſed?ꝰ“ 

4e Hold, hold,” cried Eliza, to 
whom indignation now gave ſpirit, 
5 I will hear no more—l have been 
* unhappy enough, it ſeems, to mar- 
& ryaman, ſubje& to the meaneſt and 
© moſt deſpicable of all paſſions, jea- 
e louſy !—You doubt my honeur— 

learn to know me better, Mr. Har- 

ey, and then I may perhaps par- 

% don this outrage—in the mean 
time, a juſt reſentment will, I hope, 
enable me to ſubdue that tenderneſs 


AQ 


for you, which once made up all 
i my happineſs; but which, thus 
„ cruelly 


"oF EEE of 


ce cruelly injured, is both my tor- 
ment and my reproach.” 

She uttered theſe words with great 
calmneſs, and ringing her bell, gave 
orders to her maid, to prepare ano- 
ther chamber for her, telling her ſhe 


was indiſpoſed and was afraid of diſ- 


turbing Mr. Harley. 


While this was doing, Mr. Harley 
| fate ſilent, with his eyes fixed on the 
ground: awed by the dignity of her 


anger; piqued at the indifference, 
with which ſhe quitted him; too full 


of doubts to ſolicit a reconcilement; | 
too paſſionately fond to endure the 
thoughts of a ſeparation; his heart 
was torn with a contrariety of paſ- 


ſions. 
Eliza, 
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92 THE HISTORY 
Eliza, when ſhe heard his ſighs, 
and, by a ſtolen glance, ſaw that en- 
gaging countenance, which ſhe ador- 
ed, covered with paleneſs, and impreſt 
with anguiſh, was ready to fly into 
his arms; and, by a thouſand oaths, 
endeavour to convince him of her un- 
alterable love; but when ſhe rellected 
on the injurious reproaches he had 
made her, and the credulity, with 
which he had entertained thoſe black 
ſuſpicions that ſuggeſted them; re- 
ſentment was again predominant, and 
| enabled her to maintain her reſolu- 
tion. - EE | 
Her maid now appeared, and told 
her, her chamber was ready. Eliza 
| imme- 


*®OF EL IZ A. 
dlately roſe up, and wiſhed her . 


band a good night. 


93 


Mr. Harley roſe up alſo, and 
| bowed, but ſpoke not a word; yet 
his eager glances followed her to the 
door, and ere ſhe could ſhut it after her, 


he flew towards her, he took her hand | 


and kiſſed it paſſionately ſeveral times, 
while ſhe could feel it wet with his 
tears—but he could not, he would 
not, bid her ſtay—he loved; but he 


doubted ſtill. 


Eliza, whoſe whole ſoul was melted 
by this laſt expreſſion of his tender- 
neſs, waited only for that word, to 
repay it back with intereſt—but Mr. 


Harley, letting go her hand, bid her 
good — in a low and faltering 


voice, 
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94 THE HISTORY 
voice, and haſtily turned away, as if 
afraid to look on her. 6 
Eliza retired, all drowned in tears, 
ſhe ſaw his jealouſy was incurable 
and ſhe now conſidered it more as his 
misfortune than his fault he ſuſpect- 
ed, and yet he loved her what an 
idea did this give her of his ſufferings! 
All night her anxious thoughts were 
employed in ſearching for expedients, 
to cure his mind of the unreaſonable 
doubts it had entertained--but themore 
unreaſonable they were, the leſs likeli 
hood there was of eraſing them no 
arguments could have weight againſt 
obſtinate prejudices, which had filenc- 
ed reaſon, ere they could have been 


admitted; and proteſtations of i inno- 
cence, 


O F E 11234: : 95 


cence, were alike open to the innocenr 
and the guilty. Time only could 


remove the fatal error he had fallen 


into, by producing circumſtances, 


that might diſcover the truth; this 
hope ſeemed to ſuſpend the violence 
of her grief; and dwelling ſtil, with 


| melancholy pleaſure, upon the invo- 


luntary tenderneſs her husband diſco- 


vered at parting, ſhe endeavoured to 


comfort herſelf with the reflection, 
that this inter uption of their mutual 


happineſs, was not occaſioned by a 


want of love, but by an exceſs of 
it. 11 75 
It was this turn of thinking, that 


led her to the reſolution of retiring to 


their rural habitation, and remaining 


4 there, 
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there, till this ſterm was blown 


Over. 


In the morning ſhe ſent a ſervant 
to hire a poſt-chaiſe, and buſied her- 
ſelf till the hour of breakfaſt, in mak- 
ing preparations for her journey. 


Mr. Harley, who had not entered 
a bed that night, but paſſed it in the 


moſt cruel agitation of mind, would 
not interrupt his wife's repoſe. till ten 
o' clock; and then he ſent her maid to 
know if ſhe was ready for breakfaſt. 

Eliza immediately obeyed the ſum- 
mons; upon her appearance, in her 
riding dreſs, Mr, Harley turned pale 
and trembled ; Eliza obſerved this 
emotion, and a ſecret pleature touched 


her ſoul, at the thought of her being 
6 . 
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ſtill dear to him; but when ſhe be- 
held that wan countenance, thoſe eyes 
all red and ſwelled, the diſorder in his 
dreſs, which ſhewed how he had paſſed 
the night; ſhe was ready to throw 
herſelf at his feet, to conjure him to 
diſmiſs thoſe cauſeleſs doubts, which 

robbed them of their mutual peace 
but this was not the way to cure a 
mind diſeaſed like his; his return to 


peace muſt be effected by a convic- 


tion of her innocence, and this muſt 


ſon. 


Repreſſing then, as much as ſhe was 


able, thoſe tender feelings, which 


were continually prompting her to 


ſubmiſſions, too humiliating for real, 
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and too inconcluſive, for ſuſpected 


virtue; ſhe endeavoured to aſſume a 


compoſure in her looks and accent, 


while her heart was torn with an- 


guiſh. 


3 1 * going, Mr. Harley,“ ſaid 


| ſhe, © to leave a place and objects, 


&« which you have been unjuſt 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 


enough to believe I was attached 


too. I ſhall retire to our little 


dwelling in the country; where, if 
you had been contented, I could 


willingly have paſſed my days: —. 


in the mean time I intreat you, 
more for your fake than my 
own, let the cauſe of our ſepara- 
tion be a ſecret, till you have ob- 


tained a more certain knowledge of 
cc my | 


OF ELITES a 
« my conduct; and when you are 
* convinced of the injuſtice of your 
0 ſuſpicions, then, and not till then, 
« ſhall J wiſh to ſee you.“ 

Though this reſolution was the fit- 
teſt that Eliza, in her preſent circum- 
ſtances, could take, and the moſt hke- 
ly to remove thoſe doubts, which her 
husband had ſo readily entertained; 
yet, ſuch was the fickly temper of his 
mind, that he ſaw leſs prudence in it 

than indifference; and a decay of her 

affection, ſeemed equal to a breach of 
duty.—Piqued to the ſoul, at the 
| compoſure with which ſhe quitted 
him, he thought it behoved him to 
appear as indifferent as ſhe Was, and 

therefore anſwered coldly : 
H 2 « Either 
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178 Either here or in the country, 
40 Eliza, you are miſtreſs of your own 
* conduct; I pretend to lay no re- 
4 ſtraint upon you but depend up- 
on it,” purſued he, ſighing, not 
ableto keep on the maſque any longer, 
I . not ſee you, till you de ſire 
« it. 
25 That ſhall be, when you deſerve 
it, replied Eliza, her tenderneſs 
for a moment giving way to reſent- 
ment, at finding all ſhe did for his 
ſatisfaction miſconſtrued. 
She roſe up, as ſhepronounced theſe 
> words, the chaiſe being waiting for 
her; ſhe bid him farewel with a firm 


accent, but this was the laſt effort of 
her fortitude ; her trembling knees 
| refuſed 
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refuſed to bear her to the door. 
Overcome by the violence of her 
emotions, ſhe ſunk down uponachair, 
and burſt into a flood of tears. 
This fight was more than Mr. 
Harley could bear; he flew towards 
her, he claſped her in his arms, he 
leant his cheek cloſe to hers, and 
for ſome moments, their tears flowed 
in one common ſtream. | 
« Leave me,” cried Mr. Harley at 
length; e leave me, my Eliza, it is 
4 fit it ſhould be ſo—l ſee the pro- 
£ priety of your refolution—go then, 
e but be ſure I will ſoon follow you, 
< either to aſk your pardon on my 
* knees, for having doubted you— 
. « or 
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& or to die with grief, becauſe I ſtill 
e muſt doubt.” 

Eliza ſighed deoply: at theſe laſt 
words, but made no anſwer, and once 
more roſe up to be gone: her hus- 
band led her down ſtairs, and helped 
her into the chaiſe ; his eager eyes 
purſued it till it was out of ſight; 
then retiring to his chamber, he aban- 
doned himſelf to all thoſe melancholy 
reflections, which his unhappy ſitua- 
tion muſt neceſſarily inſpire. | 

_ Eliza, during her journey, hed 
time enough to calm the tumults of 
her own mind; ſure of her husband's 
love for her, even amidſt thoſe ſuſpi- 
cions, which the malice of Lady Har- 
ley, had contrived to raiſe in him; and 

conſcious * 
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conſcious of her innocence, ſhe truſted 
in Providence for the diſcovery of 
the treachery, that had been practiſed 
againſt her; and determined to wait 
patiently for the event. 

The ſight of her own houſe, that 
ſcene of her former happineſs, called 
up a thouſand tender ideas, and gave 
birth to as many fruitleſs regrets.— 
For ſome days, ſhe was continually in 
tears; but Mr. and Mrs. Elford, who 
happened to be then at their country 
ſeat, ſeldom ſuffered her to be alone. 
Her melancholy paſſed, for an effect of 
| her husband's abſence; and his ab- 


ſence, for the neceſſary conſequence of 


that dependance, which he was led 
H 4 


into, 


= i. _ . — — — 12 8 ä — — "= - ? = 7 
ho — hn — a — — - ' 
— r r 2 — > > ono > 2 wwbac v— — - - : _ * — 
2 r, N FEE" 2 D . 4 , aol 
8 „ A of. tg 
7 —— Eq k — by =—_ ro x 1 k 3 4 
2 5 —— Mi... G —— 25 — 22 . 54 — — I — == 
4 1 — 3 = =_— 
2 2 "I % 1 5 6 2 $22..-.. Au; 5 yo ee —_— l _ * 
. 2 - —— 


104 THE HISTORY 
into, by his hopes of procuring ſome 
eſtabliſhmenr. 

_ Theſe purſuits, hawevera now gave 
way to a nearer care: ſome method 
muſt be tried, to remove his doubts, 
or to change them into a certainty . 
which, he thought, he could better 
endure, than the cruel ſuſpence he 
now laboured under. 

The firſt violence of his jealous 


emotions being abated, his mind 
| more readily admitted thoſe re- 
flections, which tended to ſhew him 
the raſhneſs of his ſuſpicions. Lord L. 


loved his wife, it was true—his con · 
cern, which he vainly endeavoured to 
hide, when he heard of her ſudden 
removal into the country 3 3 his pen- 

 fiveneſs, 
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ſiveneſs, ſince, were ſtrong indica- 
tions of it but if there had been any 


correſpondence between them, neither 


would Eliza have voluntarily retired 
to ſolitude, nor would he have been 
withheld by diſtance, from ſeeing her 
| in her retreat a and chat he did not 
5 attempt to ſee her, Mr. Harley was 
well aſſured, for he cauſed him to be 
ſo carefully watched, that it was not 
poſſible for him, to make the ſmalleſt 
| Excurſion without his knowing it. 
But Eliza had declared, that Lady 
Harley had ſupplyed her with five 
hundred pounds, which was a preſent 
from Sir William; and both Sir Wil- 
liam and his wife had denied any 
knowledge of this tranſaction. : 
Lady 
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EY 
Lady Harley, he knew, was ma- 
licious and revengeful, and might 


wiſh to create a miſunderſtanding be- 


tween two perſons, by one of whom 
ſhe had been ſlighted, and the other 


rivaled ; but, avaritious as ſhe was, 


would ſhe ſacrifice ſo conſiderable a 
ſum as five hundted pounds, merely 
to gratify her malice? But ſuppoſe 


the paſſion ſhe once had for him, 


was not yet ſubdued, and that, in this 


ſcheme, to excite his jealouſy, ſhe had 
farther views, beſides interrupting his 


conjugal happineſs ?=this thought, 
which he at firſt rejected, yet forced 


82. 


received new ſtrength, 2 the re. 
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flections it led him into upon her con- 
This ſuſpicion, though not yet re- 


aliſed, produced a great alteration in 
his mind; he no longer felt thoſe tor- 
turing pangs of jealouſy, which had 
made him tired of his exiſtence; his 
Eliza was already more than half juſ- 
tified; but, amidſt the tranſports, 
which the idea of her fidelity gave 
him, he did not loſe fight of the pro- 
ject he had formed, for entirely dif- 
ſipating all his doubts, by making a 
full diſcovery of lady Harley's ſenti 
ments, with regard to himfelf, which 
85 gs ſi unravel the "oy 
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had been the ſource of all his dif- 
quiets. 1 | 
It was his buſineſs to throw him- 
ſelf, as often as poilible, in her way; 
and, for this, he had opportunities | 
ſufficient, as ſhe conſtantly frequent- 
ed every place of faſhionable amuſe- 
ment, while her huſband was confin- 
ed by age and infirmities at home. 
At the Opera or Play, he was al- 
ways ſure to place himſelf within her 
view; when ſhe firſt obſerved him, 
ſhe glanced him over with a con- 
temptuous indifference, which made 
him tremble; for if this was the diſ— 
poſition of her heart, Eliza could not 
be ſo much the object of her hatred, 
as to induce her to form ſo artful a 
ſcheme, 


OF ELIZA 09 
ſcheme, and carry it on at fo great 
an expence, in order to eſtrange him 


from her. 
Her looks, however, ſoon grew 


more favourable ; for, having obſerved 


the extreme attention with which he 
gazed on her, vanity, affiſted by the 
ſecret wiſhes of her own heart, eaſily 
impoſed on her underſtanding; and 
| ſhe concluded, that thoſe inclinations, 

which ſhe always believed, he had 


once felt for her, were revived, and 


that Eliza had entirely loſt his affec- 


tion. | | 
Without reflecting upon the dan- 

gerous lengths, ſuch an intercourſe 

might carry her, ſhe encouraged his 


hopes, by looks ſo tender and paſ- 


ſionate, 


* 
r AE i wir Att CE HET AZ WS AG Ss © — — Aer : 
— — _— » — 2 2 —_— oe . - "RA — 
tk . J 2 * E RIC ES r rr — I —— 
2 * 0 1 = ASS r "2 34 Ss 1 PLES. * Lon 3 


— — EÆ——E ood — — 


1 
vue wo ban < 4 2 
—— — 


— C2” 


—— — 


mo —— 
SF Soap ae — 
253 ——— — of VG. Db REO —— Deo en IK 


* 1 * 3 - x 
” . 0 r Wy SF ETSY LI I . —_ 
HO TEES IL; . 13 "= "fs. He be” Ns Dive Ling tx 


V7 - CCI = . - 5 
*. 1 
2 — © 5 "+ - = 
: — — —— = 2 Oo Os by $0 2 res. > cher — 3 #9) — —— — 
FE PPP A 675": 5 Pore \ 
p by mags + "TH 
— — - - 


1 
- G 
ID. vor I 


_ 5 * 
2 r 
. 1 
4 
2 


__ . = Elena as ” * 4 
es he — ——— 4 * * 
— — — — —— 


—ů— — 


— — 3 - — — 8 > —— = 2 et 2 S 
* TOR F 1-7 ery _ 1 8 r 7 
5 : cw * = > * AL 22 


. . 
7 8 — See — TY rem 5 = is 5 * . n 22 5 
_ _ HE . —— . AS — —— r — 2 — - — — Sw» _ 2 — r 8 
1 —— 3 Io 2 — — 3 — r 5 — 5 — 2 5 
v — 2 — &- 5 . » r * 4 9 ” _ * 2 — bx — 
— Ao a  < — 2 — — — — — — — — 
— — — — — — — — — — = — 
— **— ee _ N — — — — —ͤ—„-ů — 


. n 


Tp \ 
— 7 4 2 4 
" 75 by * b7 
5 * 2 % * 8 bale ts 
2 r — n — - * "Ol = \ 
ads 8 — h = A — 
8 i — ; Se 1 > Ds Es. * 8 
= . or — 1 CO 2 nr Rod” 3 
— BS — — my 
a a IE 5 _— 7 A q _ 
„ or Io REST SS — r 
2 4 - 5 * * — — hes * — = es — 
— ———— ꝓ lr 9 — — — 
— ——jäͥn dg — 2 - - — — 
. ů — 


— — 
—— bs 


2 * * 2 
2 „592 
* 2 3 
5 — 1 
— — —— — — 
>" ———— — 
— 


—— — — 


1 * * 
1 

1 

bF* þ 

4 1 

. 
1 

1! 4 
-. 
1 

* 


— ences 


110 THE HISTORY 


| fionate, that Mr. Harley no longer 


doubted of the corruption of her 
heart, and thought he had ſufficient 
proof of what he wanted to know. 


Meeting her, however, at the Ri- 


dotto, one night, he reſolved to give 
himſelf the ſatisfaction of making a 
further trial, by taking an opportu- 


ity of ſpeaking to her. 

He ſaw her fo tranſported with joy, 
at this advance upon his ſide, and fo 
many indiſcreet indications of her 
paſſion eſcaped both her eyes and 
tongue, that he thought it ſcarce con- 
ſiſtent with his honour, to purſue 
his enquiries any farther. 


The next day he received a billet, 


| which contained the following words: 
Nou 


cc 


Cc 


cc 


Cc 


CC 


c6 


66 
cc 
6c 
40 
cc 


cc 


A 


ce 
cc 
40 
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You think me your enemy, and per- 
haps 1 once was ſo; but if I had any 


reaſons for reſentment againſt you, 


I have more for eſteeming you—1 
contributed to the ruin of your for- 


tune; it is fit I ſhould repair that 


injury. I know the difficulties to 


which an indiſcreet marriage has re- 
* duced you.— Ah, why did you take 


that fatal ſtep? which put an ine- 


© vitable bar to but what do I ſay? 


I ſhall diſcover all my weakneſs.— 


Ought I not to fear you will deſpiſe 


me for it? But why ſhould I fear? 


your eyes ſaid fo many agreeable 


things to me laſt night, that 1 


would fain perſuade myſelf, you 


ſtill preſerve ſome of your former 
8 6 kind 
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expectations; but I have it ſtill in 
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ce kind ſentiments for mel am in 


cc 
cc 


CC 


cc 
CC 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


* 


deſpair, when I think on what my 
raſhneſs has done; I have made 
myſelf unhappy, and ruined your 


my power to ſerve you, and all 


my influence ſhall be exerted in 


your favour— in the mean time, 


permit me to be your banker; ac- 


cept the incloſed bill, and only 


ſignify to me, when you have occa- 


ſion for a further ſupply, and you 
will always find it ready. — What- 


ever pleaſure I take in your con- 
verſation, yet I muſt warn you 
to be cautious of ſpeaking to me 
in public, till a reconciliation has 


taken place, which I do not doubt 


OE 


OF. BLTZ24... us 


* 


LV 
av 
* 


of effeting—bur if you really wiſh 


t to ſee me, methinks it might not 


8 


be difficult to give you that ſatis- 


* 


t faction, without running any riſque, 


K 


—T fhall be at my milliner's, 
ce at two o'clock to day; her name is 


«© Mears, ſhe lives in Bond-ſtreet; if 


you call in, as by accident, to make 


5 


=> a 


ſome lictle purchaſes, J ſhall have 
e an en of f ſpeaking to 
«© ou.” 

This letter was not ſigned; the la- 
dy, no doubt, thinking it unneceſſary, 
as Mr. Harley, from the contents, 
could be at no loſs to gueſs the wri- 
ter, and ſhe was willing to be ſecure. 


There was encloſed in it bank bills 


for two hundred pounds, 
ms 0 Mr, 
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r. Harley, already fully con- 

| viticed, of the licentiouſneſs of this 

woman's character, wanted no farther 
proof of ker having been the contriver 
of that wicked artifice, by which he 
had been Ted to doubt of the fide- 
lity of his wife; but the letter before 
him furniſhed one, which amounted 
indeed to a full conviction; the hand- 
writing was the ſame with that inſi- 
. duous billet, which charged the inno- 

cent Eliza, with a ſecret correſpon - 
dence with Lord L. and with having 
accepted from him, the five hundred 
pounds, which ſhe ſaid, lady Harley 
had preſented her with. = 
He had preſerved this billet; and, 

ſtruck with the reſemblance in the 
| ” writing, 


- 
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writing, he compared the two, and 
found them to be of the ſame 
hand. | 

Delighted with this diſcovery, tho 
it was more than neceſſary, all his ſuſ- 
picions having been fully cleared be- 


fore, he ſearched for the letter lady 5 


Harley had written to him before her 


marriage; the little notice he had 


taken of that letter, and the time that 
had elapſed, ſince his receiving it, had 
deft no traces in his mind, of any 
likeneſs it might bear to thoſe before 
him; but now, upon examining them 
together, he perceived that the two 
laſt, though ſufficient pains had been 


taken to diſguiſe the writing, was 


from the ſame hand as the firſt. 
1 2 oy 
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Indignation, contempt, hatred; 


were his firſt emotions; but the deſ- 


picable object, that excited them, 


was not worthy of his thoughts, now 
wholly turned upon his lovely wife ; 
her i image, as when he ſaw her laſt, 
roſe to his | tortured imagination, 
bathed in tears, ſtruggling between her 
reſentment of the injury, and her love 
for the injurer, conſigning herſelf to 
tears and ſolitude, and quitting, with 
reluctant tenderneſs, the man, who 


had been capable of entertaining ſuſ- 


picions againſt her — | inno- 
cence. | 

One while he dreaded, left a too 
juſtiBable anger, had obliterated all 


her former love, and that ſhe had 


j 


driven 


OF E:L:I Z:& ˙·˙·˙ 
driven him from a heart, which he was 
not worthy to poſſeſs; then, reflect. 
ing on her gentleneſs; her ſubmiſſion, 
and deſpair ; he trembled with the 
apprehenſion, that her health might 
ſuffer from the painful conflicts of 


her mind. 


Not able to bear the racking ſuſ- 


pence he was in for her ſafety, and 
leſs ſenſible to the joy of finding her 


innocent, than to his grief for having 


offended her, and his fears of the con- 


ſequence ; he reſolved to ſet out im- 


mediately, though the day was pretty 


far advanced, and he could not hope 


to reach his houſe before it was late 


at night: while he diſpatched his ſer⸗ 
vant to hire poſt horſes, he wrote a 
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ſhort billet to the baſe author of his 

Eliza's diſtreſs, and his own laſting 

remorſe ; this was what it contain- 

mm 8 
« Madam, 

J have now lying before me 
be three of your letters; to the firſt, 
« which you wrote me before your . 
* marriage with Sir William, you 
< have had my anſwer already; the 
« laſt is a comment 'upon the other 
ec two. You will gueſs at the return 
J am able to make, when I deſire 
you to be aſſured, that I am a man 
of honour, and love my wife with 
< the moſt fervent paſſion; the hor- 
<< rid artifices you have uſed, to ren- 


8 * der her ſuſpected by me, have had 
en no 


. 


0 


"> 
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1 other effect, than to call forth 


« a thouſand new virtues in her, and 


«<= heighten my veneration of her; 5 
. my love was not capable « of ad- 


©* mitting increaſe. I return you, in- 


6 cloſed, the bank notes you ſent me 


oy —and when you are pleaſed to 


66 claim i it, the five hundred pounds, 
„Mrs. Harley received from | you, 
ſhall ; alſo be paid bak” 
„ Harley ſigned his name at full 
length, and = a chairman with 
the letter, Sing | him orders to deli- 


« 


a 


ver it, if poſſible, into lady Harley 8 


hands. 
He then immediately began b his 
: journey, and rode fo hard, that he 


© hb 


14 reached 
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nached — beter eleven that 
night. 

Eliza was retired to undreſs; ſhe 
heard her huſband was come, and ſhe 
flew down ſtairs to receive him; for- 

getting, in her tranſport at his un- 
expected arrival, that ſhe ever had 
any cauſe of complaint againſt him. 
The beautiful diſorder of her dreſs, 
her hair, which her maid had been 
combing, hanging in her neck ; Ip 
looſe gown careleſsly wrapt about 
her ; ſurpriſe and joy painted in ber 
lovely face, the haſty ſtep that mark- 
ed her impatience to behold him; all 
indicated the tender emotions, by 
which ſhe was agitated. 
, Mr, 
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Mr. Harley, the moment he ſaw 


her, was flying with open arms to 


preſs her to his heart; but recollecting 


his ſituation with her, he ſtopped ſhort, 
threw himſelf at her feet, and taking 
one of her hands, glewed his lips to 
it, but durſt not raiſe his eyes to her 
face. 5 : 

This action bringing back thoſe 


melancholy ideas, which her preſent 


1 tranſport had ſuſpended, ſne faintly 


attempted to withdraw her hand, half 
aſhamed of what ſhe then conſidered 
as a weakneſs —** Ah! Thad forgot,” 
ſaid : ſhe, lighing, „that I am ſuſ- 
" pected, and that you are as 


Da - wall | 
* Do 
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Do not, do not ſay, fo” cried he; 


** angels are not purer than my Eli- 


“ za; I am indeed unhappy, and 
* mult ever be ſo in the conſciouſ- 
s neſs, that I have doubted ſuch ex- 
he cellence; you may perhaps for- 
« give me, but I ſhall never, never 


forgive myſelf.” — 


< 
Lou are forgiven from this mo- 
ment,” ſaid the generous Eliza, 
_ throwing one of her arms about his 
neck; and leaning her cheek cloſe to 
his, wet it with the tears that fell 
from her charming eyes; but they 
were tears of tenderneſs and j joy, not 
ol painful recollection. 
Mr. Harley, overcome . ſo 
much goodneſs, ſtrained her ſtill cloſer 
10 


(e 


OF ELIZA. 123 


to his breaſt—unable to give utterance 


to that croud of tender and paſſionate 


ſentiments, which filled his heart, 


otherwiſe, than by broken exclama- 


tions—* Oh my Eliza,” ſaid he, 
e why are vou ſo excellent? — 
“ What a wretch have I been —I 
never can deſerve you! no, Iam 
155 unworthy of you.“ 

Eliza was uneaſy, to findhis thoughts 
taking this turn; ſhe had had leiſure 
ſufficient to comprehend the true mo- 


tives of that capricious conduct, 


which had lately, ſo cruelly, afflicted 
her, and had traced to their ſource 
thoſe reſtleſs doubts, which had ter- 


minated at laſt in a jealouſy, injurious 


to * and to himſclf—too. great ſen- 
ſibility 
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ſibility of temper, too poignant a 
feeling of his diſappointments—con- 


ſcious that he had preferred the grati- 


fication of his paſſion, to the intereſt 


of the beloved object, which pointed 


out to her another choice he dread- 


ed the loſs of her heart, by thoſe me- 


thods, which had ſecured to him her 
perſon. Hence proceeded his anxiety, 


his cauſeleſs ſuſpicion of a decreaſe 1 in 


her affection; and hence grew that too 


eaſy admiſſion of doubts, injurious to 


her honour, and deſtructive of his 


own peace. 


Eliza,by whom the ſlate of his heart 
was now well underſtood, and who 
loved him the more for that know- 
ledge, bent all her endeavours to cure 


him 
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him of that tender fault, which ſhe 


foreſaw would be the only allay to 


her happineſs. 
She ſuffered ſeveral days to elapſe, 
before ſhe even enquired whether 


Lady Harley had yet claimed the 


honoufof having been her benefactor, 
This gay manner of introducing a 

ſubject, which Mr. Harley never 
thought of, but with ſhame and re- 
morſe, gave him courage to enter 


into a detail of what had paſſed be- 


tween them. . 
Eliza was greatly ſhocked at the 
wicked part ſhe had acted, but ex- 
preſſed much more compaſſion than 
anger : her huſband ſhewed her a copy 


of the letter he had ſent her, with the 
bank 
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nion that the five hundred pounds 
ſhould alſo be ſent back; this had 
not eſcaped the delicacy of Mr. Har- 
ley; but he could not make up the 
ſum, without drawing ſome part of 
Eliza's fortune out of the funds, an 
expedient he would not hear of —do, 
for the preſent, they were contented 
to let that matter reſt as it was. 

The frequent diſappointments he 
had met with, ever fince he had be- 
gun the work of dependance upon 


the great, the little ſincerity he found 
in their profeſſions, and the unbluſh- 
ing indifference with which they paſ- 
ſed from one broken promiſe, to ano- 
ther as little binding, diſguſted him 
with 
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with all court ſolicitations; and he 
was determined, ſince his lovely wife 


ſhewed ſo perfect a contentment with 


her lot, to confine his wiſhes within 
the bounds that Providence ſeemed 
to preſcribe to him. 

Eliza made it plain to him, that, 
with an exact economy, their income 
was ſufficient to ſupply them with all 


the conveniencies, and even ſome of 


the pleaſures of life, 
Several months rolled away in an 
uninterrupted ſeries of calm, but per- 


manent happineſs ; when Eliza be- 


coming pregnant, her tender, anxious 
huſband, trembling for the event, 
preſſed her to go to London, while 
ſhe was able to take the jour- 
12 ney; 
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ney, without any inconvenience, that 
ſhe might be near the beſt advice and 


aſſiſtance her ſituation required. 


Eliza, though very unwilling to in- 


_ cur this new expence, yet yielded to 


his tender pleas, and once more 
quitted her humble, but now happy 


dwelling. - 


Their manner of living in town, 
was ſuitable to chat exact plan of 
economy, which ſhe had brought 
her huſband to be contented with, 


and which ſhe ſubmitted to with 
a chearfulneſs, that made it appear 
rather her choice than neceſſity. 

As ſoon as they were ſettled, Mr. 
Harley ſent notice of their arrival to 
his worthy tutor, Mr, Irwin, whom 


he 


4 
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* 
9 


he was ſurpriſed to ſee, as ſoon as his 
meſſenger, and with looks that indi- 


cated his having ſome extraordinary 


news to communicate to him. | | 
6 Nothing could be more fortu- 
«© nate,” faid he, embracing him, 
6 than your coming to town at this 
ee time: I was going to diſpatch an 
< expreſs to you—Sir William is ill, 
<< and wiſhes to ſee you.” 


The generous youth grew pale, ip 
and-interrupting him with ſome emo- H 
tion, „Sir William is dying,” ſaid | 
he—* Ah! is it not ſo my good bl 
= friend ?—and now methinks I feel = 
ce that I have been to blame, in 
6c behaving to him with ſo much 


9 Fee unkindneſs is for- 
Vol. I, x 


“got, 
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got, and I remember only that he 
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«© was my benefactor.” 
He could not pronounce theſe 
words without tears. Come,“ faid 
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the chaplain, «© we have have no 
* time to loſe; Sir William is indeed 
ce paſt hope of recovery—he-always 
loved you but Lady Harley has 
* been your enemy, and ſhews an 


* 


<« inveteracy againſt you, which has 
at length diſguſted her husband ; 
who is, beſides, not quite ſatisfied 
with her condut.—This interview 
I know will diſpleaſe her; but Sir 
7 William has, for ſome time paſt, 
abated of his fondneſs, and her ii in- 

* fluence, over him, is at an end; 
00 he beſt knows the cauſe of this 
1 change, 


* 


* 


4 
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" change. but 1 "I you will be a 


e gainer by it.“ 

Mr. Harley wa how ready to 
attend him, they ſtepped into a 
hackney coach that was waiting 
at the door; and ſoon reached 


Groſvenor Square. 


As ſoon as they alighted, Mr. Ir- 


win conducted his young friend into a 


_ parlour, deſiring him to wait a few 


.moments, while he prepared Sir Wil- 


liam for his viſit. 


In the mean time ſomebody opened 


the door, peeped in, and ſhut it haſtily 


again; and preſently afterwards a ſer- 


_ vant brought a meſſage from Lady Har- 


ley, informing him that Sir William 
Mn could 
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William.“ 


could ſee no perſon whatever, his 
phyſicians having abſolutely forbid it. 

Mr. Harley was confounded, and 
wholly at a loſs what to do, for the 


ſervant ſtood, holding the door open, 
as if to wait on him out; he heſitat- 
ed a moment or two, expecting Mr. 
Irwin would come and relieve him 


from this aukward ſituation; but Gnd- 
ing he did not appear, he could not 
reſolve to force a longer ſtay, and was 
got as far as the hall, when the chap- 


lain luckily met him. 


Where are you going, Mr. 


40 Harley! ?” ſaid he, taking his hand. 


] am come to conduct you to Sir 


24 
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I was returning home,“ replied 


Mr. Harley—looking back upon the 


ſervant, who funk away, not hope- 
« ing for admiſſion to Sir William 
e for Lady Harley juſt now ſent to 
„ let me know that he could not ſee 


* me.“ 
Mr. Irwin ſhrugged up his ſhoul- 


ders, but made no anſwer; and lead- 


ing him into Sir William's chamber, 


moved ſoftly to his bedſide, to ac- 
quaint him that his Kinſman was 

there. 
Mr. Harley, ſhocked at the  melang 


choly appearance about him, was diſ- 
ſolved in tears, when hearing the ſick 


Baronet ſay, in a faint voice, go Billy, 


„ where are you?” he approached, 
= endea- 
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endeavouring to conceal his emo- 
tions. 

Sir William, fixing his languid 
eyes upon him, ſaw both his concern, 
and his ſolicitude to hide it, and made 
a motion to him to ſit down upon a 
chair next his bedſide; holding out 
to him, at the ſame time, his trem- 
bling hand, already bedewed with the 
cold ſweats of death. 

Mr. | Harley, inſtead of fitting 
down, threw himſelf upon his knees 
by the bedſide, and kiſſing his hand, 
could only utter theſe few words: 
00 Am Iforgiven, Sir? have ou par- 
« doned me! - 

Sir William was greatly affected 
with his thus generouſſy taking up- 

On 


Ee 
on himſelf che blame of their paſt 
difference Poor youth!“ ſaid he, 


ſighing, © forgiveneſs is your part, 


for I have uſed you ill; but what 


e reparation I can make, I will my 
« wife has given me an heir there- 
"oy fore your expectations that way are 
—cur'of.” | 

He ſtopped here, and continued 
ſilent ſome moments then went on 
with aa voice {till fainter. —* Dear 
„ Billy, here are the writings of your 


* father's eſtate—it will come clear 
* into your hands—and by my will 
c you will find yourſelf entitled 


* toa ſum, more than adequate to 
the whole produce while it was in 


my poſeſſion God bleſs you with 
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& it—farewell—T.will ſee you again 
* in the evening, if T am able.” 
He then drew his hand within the 
bed cloaths, and turning his head to 
the other ſide, ſeemed to decline 
any further converſe. 
Ir. Harley roſe up, penetrated 


with gratitude, tenderneſs, and con- 


_ cern—he caſt a melancholy look back 


upon his dying kinſman, as he quitted 


the room, and, in an ardent ejacula- 


tion, recommended him to the mercy 
of heaven. Mr. Irwin followed him 


to the hall; he ſaw him too much 


moved to ſpeak; therefore preſſing 
his hand, he only whiſpered “ ex- 


„ pect a meſſage from me, if Sir 


« William aſks for you again.“ 


Mr. 
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Mr. Harley bowed in filence, and 
threw himſelf into the coach: his 
tears, which he now fuffered to take 
a free courſe; eaſed his oppreſſed 
heart; and the melancholy ideas that 
had excited them, diſſipating by de- 
grees, gave place to others more 
pleaſing, which the unexpected change 
in his fortune naturally produced. 

With what impatience did he long 


to communicate the news to his Eli- 


Za! how tedious. did the moments 
ſeem till he reached his own lodgings ! 


Eliza met him at the top of the ſtairs 
he flew into her arms, he claſped her 
cloſe to his boſom—** Oh! my angel,“ 


cried he, *«Tlofe my kinſman, I loſe 
. my benefactor; but he has enabled 
4 LL. 
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me to make myEliza happy. I ſhall 
« no longer have the deadly grief to 
© behold her pining in indigence. 
« ] am maſter of the eſtate of my 
cc anceſtors ; it is not large, but it is 
« ſufficient to maintain us in eaſe and 
plenty; Sir William's munificence 
has added ſamething to it. How 
% much I know not, but whatever 
it is, it is more than enough to 
* oratify all my wiſhes.” 
Eliza, concluding from theſe words 


that Sir William was dead, dropt a 

tender tear for him; her huſband 
kiſſed it off, and then related to her 
all that had paſſed, in his interview 
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Lady Harley's behaviour on this 
occaſion, convinced them of the deep 
| enmity ſhe harboured in her boſom ; 
but they were both too generous to 
draw thoſe concluſions, from the man- 
ner in which her huſband mentioned 


her in theſe his laſt | moments, which 


the world has ſince done, and which | 


her ſubſequent conduct has autho- 
riſed. oo 

No meſſage coming from Mr. 
Irwin that day, Mr. Harley, anxious 
to know if Sir William was ſtill alive, 
ſent a ſervant to Groſvenor Square, 


who returned with the news of his 


death, which had happened about a 


quarter of an hour before. 
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Mr. Irwin did not come till two 
days afterwards ; he informed Mr. 
Harley, that ſoon after he had left 
his Kinſman, he ordered a codicil to 
be added to his will, by which he 
bequeathed him five thouſand pounds 
more, which made his whole legacy 
ten thouſand pounds.—Lady Harley, 
he told him, had only her marriage 
ſettlement, which was indeed a very 
large one; but her huſband, not hav- 
ing diſtinguiſhed her, in his teſtament, 
by the ſmalleſt token of his re- 
membrance, made it ſufficiently 
plain what ſentiments he entertained 
of her. 
And here, 3 your Ledyſhip 
muſt permit me to cloſe the Hiſtory 
of 


OF EEIZ&S 
of Eliza; whom, according, to the 
cuſtom of Romance writers, I do not 
quit, till I have conducted her to hap- 
pineſs. Fortune, however, ſeems diſ- 
poſed to heap more favours on this 
amiable pair, than, I am confident, 
either of them deſires ; for the young 
ſon of Sir William is in ſo declining 
a ſtate of health, that his death is 
daily expected; in which caſe Mr. 
Harley undoubtedly will ſucceed to 
the title and eſtate. 
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